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6th January 2003
For immediate release
OCTAGENARIAN ENVIRONMENTALIST RECEIVES AWARD

An 82 years old Staffordshire man has been given an award for his work on local environmental and community projects.

At a ceremony at Pasturefields in Staffordshire, Tim Hutchinson was presented with his award by local MP David Kidney for the active part he plays as a volunteer on Staffordshire Wildlife Trust (SWT) reserves and Salute’s Local Heritage Initiative project on the Trent and Mersey canal.

In spite of two strokes, Mr. Hutchinson can still be seen riding around the area on his bicycle. He leads a full life, taking part in events and, as an ex-squadron leader, he still retains a keen interest in aircraft. Mr. Hutchinson said how delighted he was with the award but added: “I am not the only member of Salute and I accept this award on behalf of all Salute members.”

In presenting the award Mr. Kidney was joined by Mr. Shaun Rimmer of Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, Salute members and children from St. Peter’s school in Hixon who manage a wildlife garden.

Pasturefields is the site of Pasturefields Salt Marsh reserve owned by SWT and is the main access to the canal environment restored in a joint project by British Waterways and Salute, a voluntary organization based in Hixon and sponsored by Hixon Parish Council.

The Countryside Agency’s Local Heritage Initiative has provided funding for the Salute project, with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund, and the Nationwide Building Society. 
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Notes to Editors:

The site of the Salute project is on the Trent & Mersey canal between Ingestre and Pasturefields bridges adjacent to the A51, 6 miles north of Rugeley and 8 miles south of Stone.

Attached photographs show (1) Mr. Hutchinson (left) receiving the award from Mr. Kidney (2) Mr. Shaun Rimmer of Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, Mr. Tim Hutchinson, Mr. David Kidney, MP, members of Salute and children from St. Peter’s school, Hixon. 

The Countryside Agency is responsible for advising government and taking action on issues affecting the social, economic and environmental well being of the English countryside. It administers the Local Heritage Initiative.

A very wide range of heritage types are eligible for funding under the LHI scheme – industrial, archaeological, natural, built and customs and traditions.

The Heritage Lottery Fund provides financial support for the protection and enhancement of our heritage, of local, regional or national importance, to improve the quality of life in communities throughout the United Kingdom. So far, 7,649 grants have been awarded, with a combined value of more than £1.8 billion. The Heritage Lottery Fund is providing £7,960,000 for the period 1999-2002 and has agreed ‘in principle’ to continue funding the initiative for the following seven years.

Liz Forgan, Chair of the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), said: "The Local Heritage Initiative over the past two years has been involved with projects that help communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about their diverse heritage.  The HLF, as the scheme's main funder, regards the LHI as a prime example of our commitment to funding exciting and innovative small heritage projects in the UK.  We are keen to get the message out to the 

public that heritage matters to all of us, however we choose to define it as individuals, and we are committed to opening up heritage for everyone's enjoyment."

Nationwide, the world’s largest building society, has around eight million customers and it is estimated around one in three households in the UK has a financial relationship with it. The Society celebrated its 150th anniversary in 1998. Through sponsorship, fundraising and other activities, Nationwide has supported hundreds of events and initiatives across the country and last year it gave more than £3 million to both local and national charities.

For more information contact either:

Local Heritage Initiative: Chris Tomlin tel. 0121 233 9399

British Waterways: tel. 01827 252039/ m 07710 175495

Hixon Parish Council: John Blount tel. 01785 662160/ fax 01785 661581
