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Heritage Grant For Crab & Winkle Line 

Local Heritage Initiative Grant for Kent bats and tunnel project 
The world’s first railway tunnel, on the world’s first regular passenger steam railway line, will be researched regarding the bats which hibernate there in winter, together with interpreting the heritage of the line, thanks to the Local Heritage Initiative (LHI) scheme. 

‘Bats and The Crab & Winkle Line’, the title of the project being run by the Kentish Stour Countryside Project in partnership with the Kent Bat Group, the Archbishop’s School and the Crab & Winkle Line Trust, won a £17,581 LHI grant in this month’s awards. This project will work with the community, and particularly with students at The Archbishop’s School in Canterbury, to find more out about the bats in the now closed off tunnel and the history of the disused line. They will look at the environmental conditions in the tunnel and the significance of the disused line as a landscape for feeding and foraging, along with removing rubbish from the tunnel.

Kevin Haugh, the Countryside Agency's Local Heritage Initiative Adviser for the South East region, says: “The inaugural journey on The Crab & Winkle Line took place on May 3 1830, four months before George Stephenson’s first passenger services. Running from Canterbury to Whitstable, the railway was engineered by Stephenson and provided the first regular service in the world, using the ‘Invicta’ engine, designed by Stephenson. The railway tunnel was the first built in the world and is some 800 metres long. Long disused and closed up, it is know to be used by three species of bat, the most important being the ‘Natterers’ bat. The project is one of the most fascinating we have given an LHI grant for in the South East and should bring many benefits to the local community, including an enhanced awareness and understanding of the history of the line and of the bats which now use the tunnel.”

“The tunnel is already protected from disturbance through the Wildlife & Countryside Act and is known and recognised as an important hibernation roost. Other partners in the project are English Nature and Canterbury City Council. The scheme focuses clearly on the natural heritage and on the built/industrial heritage of the line and habitat,” he says.

Jon Shelton, countryside manager for the Kentish Stour Countryside Project, says: “We are looking forward to starting work on this project. The tunnel has been monitored for bats each winter since 1985 by the Kent Bat Group but more research is needed to find out exactly how the bats are using it. Information will also be gathered about bats using the line. By working with local people and the Archbishop’s School the project will raise awareness of the importance of bats and the Crab and Winkle Line through talks, walks, leaflets, panels and a sculpture.”

-ends-
Further information from Countryside Agency regional PR advisers, John Rennie on 01737 213202 or Shirley Mann on 01283 840695
Notes to editors 
1. The Local Heritage Initiative will run for ten years from 1999. The Heritage Lottery Fund is providing funding for the initiative. The Countryside Agency administers the Local Heritage Initiative in England on behalf of the Heritage Lottery Fund and the scheme is designed to provide cost-effective grants to encourage communities to take practical action to care for their local heritage. The Countryside Agency is responsible for advising government and taking action on issues relating to the social, economic and environmental well-being of the English countryside.

2. The Heritage Lottery Fund provides financial support for the protection and enhancement of our heritage, of local, regional or national importance, to improve the quality of life of communities throughout the United Kingdom. The Nationwide Building Society also supports the scheme. 

3. The Countryside Agency’s LHI initiative is designed to provide cost-effective grants to encourage communities to take practical action to care for their local heritage. The three main components to the scheme are for communities to assess their local heritage, carry out community-led action, and gain support for local organisations to ensure the sustainability of heritage action. The grant scheme is designed to help local groups investigate, explain and care for their local landscape, landmarks, traditions and culture. Local people can find out how to get the most out of the scheme by calling the LHI Information Line on 0870 9000 401 for details and an application form. Full details of the grant scheme and application details, together with advice from successful projects during this ten-year initiative, are also available on our website at www.lhi.org.uk
4. There are five categories of heritage within the scheme: Archaeological heritage: locally important visible features, for example, hill forts, burial mounds, moats, field systems, ridge and furrow, standing stones, and ancient village sites. Natural heritage: locally characteristic landscape features and wildlife habitats, such as hedgerows, copses, pollards, orchards, small heathland areas, hay or water meadows, reedbeds, ponds, streams and springs. Built heritage: locally distinctive built heritage elements and small features, like field barns, pumps, wells, gates and walls, bridges, railings, milestones, architectural details, cobbles, village greens or traditional signs. Customs and traditions: historic and cultural associations with the land and activities of local people, for example stories, poems, songs, dialect, recipes, traditions and famous people, or heritage features relating to how people lived, worked and played. Industrial heritage: physical features related to locally important industries, such as chimneys, lime kilns, packhorse trails, wagonways, canals, quarries, mineral pits, spoil heaps, mills, mines, smithies and coopers.
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