DULVERTON AND DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETYPRIVATE 

EXMOOR ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

28 February 2003

PRIVATE 
BACKGROUND NOTE ON LAUNCH OF EXMOOR ARCHIVEtc  \l 2 "PENELOPE LIVELY LAUNCHES NEW EXMOOR ARCHIVE"
At the end of October last year, Penelope Lively joined the Dulverton and District Civic Society to celebrate the launch of the Exmoor Archive, a major new collection of life story recordings.  The occasion was marked by the publication of Reflections: life portraits of Exmoor, a commemorative photographic book of the contributors to the project, and the inauguration of a dedicated website. 

Over the last few years Birdie Johnson, the project consultant, has talked to 78 of Exmoors older residents on behalf of the civic society. Blacksmith and builder, shopkeeper and chambermaid, farm worker and  landed gentry  among many others  have all contributed to the archive. The result is more than 200 hours of oral testimony, which paints a vivid and diverse picture of life in the national park at the turn of the century, seen through the eyes of those who live there. The spoken word has a power of its own, Birdie says, and a resonance which lingers in the memory. These recordings, with their rich variety of voices, capture the reality of life on Exmoor in an intriguing and often unexpected way. 

The recordings, transferred to CD, have now been lodged with the Somerset and North Devon Record Offices, both of which have listening facilities.

Tom Mayberry, County Archivist for Somerset, praised the work Birdie Johnson has done in making the project a success.  She has preserved for all time voices which might otherwise have gone unheard. The Exmoor Archive is a major achievement and will be a wonderful gift to the future.
Reflections, accompanied by an audio CD of extracts from some of the recordings, is the visible face of the archive. It represents a remarkable collaboration between recorder, photographer and contributor and would not have been possible without the dedication to the project shown by Mark Rattenbury, the photographer. With his unintrusive and intuitive style, he has produced some outstanding photographs. They stimulate the imagination, linking contributor to recording, and give substance to the archive. 

Penelope Lively, who has long standing family connections with Exmoor, has written a foreword to the book. She was guest of honour at the launch. As well as being a Booker prize-winning author, with a particular interest in how the past relates to the present, she is a trustee of the British Librarys National Life Story Collection. As she says in her foreword, History springs to life when it speaks.

The launch was a memorable event, with around 60 of the contributors to the archive among the guests; from the oldest, Ken Baker (now 96), who still drives his 34 year old Morris Traveller, and the youngest, Arthur Heywood (64), to Dick Rawle (81), the face of the book. It was the first time many of them had met together for years and they generated an extraordinary energy, in spite of their age. It is unlikely that such a varied assembly will ever gather together again.

The archive is supported by a dedicated website (www.somerset.gov.uk/archives/exmoor). This is being developed by Janet Tall of the Somerset Archive and Record Service and will be maintained as part of the services own site. The website contains background information on the project and contributors, together with thumbnail portraits and summaries of the recordings. All summaries are expected to be in place within the next few months. It is hoped eventually to establish more listening outlets and make audio clips available on the internet.

The Exmoor oral history project has been funded by the Local Heritage Initiative (a partnership between the Heritage Lottery Fund, Nationwide Building Society and the Countryside Agency), South West Arts and a large number of other organisations.
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For further information contact Jan Ross (secretary) on 01398 324081 or Birdie Johnson (project consultant) on 01643 831379.
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Notes for editorstc  \l 1 "Notes for editors"
1.
Also attached for information is a list of contributors to the archive.

2. REFLECTIONS: life portraits of Exmoor, by Birdie Johnson and Mark Rattenbury, is a hard back publication, 230 x 210 mm, 168 pp, with 75 b & w portraits. It is published by the Dulverton and District Civic Society, price £14.95. ISBN 0-9543356-0-0. It It is obtainable by post from Jan Ross, Dulverton and District Civic Society, Parklands, 39 Jury Road, Dulverton, Som TA22 9EJ. Please add £2.50 p&p. Further details, and an order form, are available on the Exmoor Archive website, www.somerset.gov.uk/archives/exmoor. 
3. The book has been produced without a publisher, an achievement due entirely to designer Jo Kidd, of JHK Design, who also oversaw print management. This was by no means an easy task, particularly when working within the constraints of a limited budget, and we are grateful to her for the high quality of the production.

If you would be interested in receiving a review copy of the book, please contact Birdie Johnson.

4.
Funding


The Exmoor oral history project has a budget of some 55,000. It has received 25,000 through the Local Heritage Initiative. This has been supported by grants from a large number organisations, both local and national, listed below.


ARTlife 


(in partnership with West Somerset District Council)
Idlewild Trust


Devon County Council
Manifold Trust


Edward & Lois Sieff Trust
National Trust


Elmgrant Trust
North Devon District Council


Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
North Devon & West Somerset Relief Fund


Exmoor National Park Authority
South West Arts


Exmoor Peoples Organisation
Somerset Community Chest Fund


Exmoor Society
Somerset County Council


Golsoncott Foundation


5.
Dulverton and District Civic Society


The Dulverton and District Civic Society is a charitable organisation, established in 1989 with the aim of creating a heritage centre for Dulverton.  Thanks to a huge partnership funding package and local fund raising, the Guildhall Centre became fully operational within a few years.  The civic society now concentrates on running the centre, organising exhibitions and making the gallery available to local artists and crafts people. It is one of the lead organisations in the proposal to establish an Exmoor Resource.
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Ken Baker
Minehead

Derek Bales
Norfolk  themed ref Lynmouth flood

Walter Barwick
Winsford

Peter Batchelor
Exford

Alan Bawden
East Anstey

John Blackmore
Oldways End  ex Withypool

Hope Bourne
Withypool

Gwen Burnell
Wootton Courtenay

Jean Campbell
Dulverton

Maurice Chidgey
Watchet

Edna Clatworthy
Withypool

Jim Collins
Minehead

Dennis Corner
Porlock

Dr Glyn Court
Williton  ex Roadwater

Horace Crang
Martinhoe

Stan Curtis
Simonsbath

Millie Curtis
Simonsbath

Leslie Delbridge
Timberscombe

John Edwards
Exford

Lady Margaret Fortescue
Filleigh  ref Exmoor Forest

Jean Gabb
Dulverton

Ben Halliday
Countisbury

Maud Harding
Winsford

Dr Maurice Hardman
Leighland

Arthur Heywood
Brompton Regis

Lady Rosemary Hills
Dulverton

Stanley Hooper
Allerford

Harry Horrobin
Roadwater

Alvina Irwin
Combe Martin

Francis Jenkins
Winsford

Paddy Kennedy
Dulverton

Gwen Kirby
Winsford

Ann le Bas
Winsford

Ted Lethaby
Countisbury

Dick Lloyd
Molland

Tom Lock
Hawkridge

Julian Luttrell
Bicknoller  ex Dunster

Ann MacEwen
Wootton Courtenay

Norah Mackney 
Dulverton

John Milton
Yeo Mill

Ernest Mold
Lynton

Frank Morgan
Williton  ex Luxborough

Chris Nelder
Dulverton

Frances Newton
Brushford

Ben Norman
Watchet

Leslie Norman
Gupworthy, Wheddon Cross 
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Ken Oxenham
Lynmouth

Hilda Parham
Dunster

Dudley Parsons
Timberscombe

Bill Partridge
East Luccombe

Muriel Pearcey
Blue Anchor  ex Countisbury

John Pedder
Lynmouth

Fred Radley 
Dulverton

Dick Rawle
Parracombe

Bob Reed
Watchet  ex Roadwater

Harold Reeves
West Luccombe

Ada Richards
Porlock

Tom Richards
Lynmouth

David Ridd
Challacombe

Tommy Rook
Porlock

Mary Schofield
Timberscombe

Jim Smale
Upcott Farm, North Molton

Joan Smith
Taunton  ex Countisbury/Porlock

Peter Steer
Exford

Tony Takle
Brompton Regis

Tom Troake
Dulverton

Ada Tucker
Parracombe

Alma Tunstall
Winsford

Olive Vigars
Bossington  ex Simonsbath

Capt Ronnie Wallace
Dulverton 

Arthur Webber
Wheddon Cross

David Westcott
Porlock

Maj-Gen Dare Wilson
Dulverton 

Brian Windsor
Lynton

Gerald Winzer
Exford

Pam Wyatt
Barbrook

Cyril Wyburn
Old Cleeve

Tom Yandle
Exebridge
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