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  SUBS. FOR 2005
These are now overdue.  If there is a red tick at the end of this sentence, please rectify by paying NOW before you forget.         Cut along dotted line.  
-       -       -       -       -      -       -       -       -        -       -       -       -       -       -     -    


recently acquired Ranscombe Farm reserve in Kent deep ploughed one of the fields.  The result was an excellent showing of Corncockle, once a common arable weed but now an endangered species.  The seedbank which had remained untouched for many years had been brought to the surface.  The same mechanism can apply to any ground disturbance which goes deeper than normal and which may bring up seeds of uncommon species.  Of course there is only a small area involved for the average hole whereas ploughing covers a large area: there is still a chance of something unusual turning up, even though this is small.
White Bluebell Hunt  Monica Rorison will lead this meeting starting at the entrance opposite Beauchief Gardens on Sat. May 14th at 10 am.  Natives and hybrids will be recorded.  If white hybrids are found (bell-shaped flowers and wide leaves) one or two clumps will be removed and compared over the next few years with untouched areas.
Bridleways, Paths and Casual Paths  We are anxious to reach a state where there are adequate good paths for people to walk on, so that straying on  to casual paths and resulting damage to bluebells and other flowers can be minimised.  You as members can help in this process by explaining to casual path users the damage which our wild flowers suffer.  If you feel intimidated then don’t say anything but do let a Committee member know.  Similarly with bikes or horses which should be restricted to Bridleways (blue arrows) and should not be on footpaths (yellow arrows) or anywhere else.  We are anxious to find out how big a problem we have with people not behaving as they should, either unwittingly or otherwise.
Footpath Maintenance Some paths, particularly in Wood 3 have bad patches, so we have organised an SOS meeting on Sat. 23rd April at 10am,  Park in the curved road off Hathersage Road near Whinfell Gardens and bring a spade.  Meet at the entrance to the playing fields on the other side of A625 Hathersage Road.  A great chance to meet other FEW members.  First target will be the steps area near the Donkey fields.  Finish before lunch.  If you can’t make it but would like to some time, let Pam Price know on 236 6979.
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Coke and Q-Pits





When my son Martin and I assisted Richard Doncaster in looking at Q-pits in 1982 we found small pieces of coke (longest dimension <1”) near the spouts of 6 out of 8 pits in Wood 1.  Some 3-4 months ago I examined 2 pits and found small pieces of coke in the vicinity of one.  Subsequently Geoffrey Hartland and I looked at this pit: Geoffrey had brought a rake with him.  Whereas my small pieces were on a slope 3-4 ft. below the spout, Geoffrey raked at a lower point where a track (now covered in vegetation) would have allowed carts to be loaded.  With little trouble he found several large (>2”) pieces of coke.  This is not proof but increases the likelihood of coke production being verified.  The search for similar pits will continue so that hopefully the consultant will be able to choose from 2 or 3 for sectioning. 


					Bill Smyllie





























GREEN FLAG


The green flag award has to be indicated by a green flag on a pole.  This will be sited at the corner of Whirlowdale Road and Abbey Lane.  There will be some ground disturbance to provide a stable base for the flagpole. In this connection, ground disturbance can yield interesting results.  Last year  the tenant farmer at Plantlife’s   (PTO)








