The 17th Century Garden

Ford Green Hall, built in 1624,
was a farmhouse originally
surrounded by 36 acres of land.
A garden was created in 1996
incorporating some of the
features found in Tudor and
Stuart gardens. The |7th
century garden looked its best
in May and June.

The grounds include two knot

gardens. The low hedges of

box (Buxus sempervirens) are

grown in a pattern to match

the timber decoration of the

front of the Hall. Ford Green Hall's knot garden
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Mounts were first built as viewpoints
from the garden to the untamed
wilderness beyond. Here the mount
is used to admire the layout of the
garden.

Flowering plants were grown for their
useful properties as well as for their
beauty. Perfumed flowers would be
taken into the house. Carnations
(Dianthus caryophyllus) were preserved.

The small orchard included fruit trees.

The arbour was a quiet place to sit
surrounded by the fragrance of
honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum)
and roses (Rosa cv.).

The wildflower area contrasts with the
formal garden and is planted with
bulbs.
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Tending the |7th century garden



