HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL YEAR

2003

The Great Ayton Community Archaeology Group started two years ago to research and record landscape features in the parishes of Great Ayton and Little Ayton.  We obtained a grant from the Local Heritage Initiative, part of the Heritage Lottery Fund, and a Nationwide Award.  This funding enabled us to pay for the services of Kevin Cale, Community Archaeology Ltd, computers, hiring of premises and other equipment.
1. Levensdale site

Just about everyone’s main highlight was field walking at Levensdale and finding worked flints, Mesolithic and Neolithic. The culmination being when Kevin picked up a bronze age barbed and tanged arrowhead. Finding and handling these objects somehow put us in touch with early man and it was easy to imagine their hard lives as hunter-gatherers and first farmers. Work is still continuing under the enthusiastic guidance of Richard Morrisey which has so far included soil augering, surveying and geophysics.
2. World War II


The publication of Ian Pearce’s aircraft book in October 2003 saw the completion of a lot of work on the WWII air crash on Great Ayton moor. He has given three well-attended presentations of his information and in this way has opened out the workings of GACAP to a larger audience. A ceremony took place on 8 October 2003 near the crash site, and a plaque commemorating the crew members was installed. The methods of presentation over the year have improved greatly mainly due to the use of Powerpoint under the expertise of Alan Bunn. Another project under the auspices of Defence of Britain 1939-45 is the recent finding of an auxiliary unit bunker on the road leading to Aireyholme Farm. Already in the village there are sites associated with the Home Guard and anti-invasion measures, anti-aircraft gun sites, searchlight positions and a civil defence rest camp. Dave Taylor is our link.

3. Cockshaw Hill

This site is unique because it contains a complex layering of sandstone, alum, jet and ironstone quarries. We have established this year the existence of the complete alum works and we are concentrating on a survey of this site, which only lasted for 7 years, in the second half of the 18th century. There is documentary evidence of the landowners at this time and we are looking at this as well.

4. Aireyholme Farm

A lot of people have worked on aspects of this farmstead – Cath Small and John Crocker recording the buildings, Len and Joan Groves tracing footpaths and roads, and the whole group making field boundary records, researching the history of the fields through old maps. This led us (by studying the 1928 OS map and a 1929 photo by Tom Watson) to decide where the site of Captain Cook’s father’s cottage was. He was a bailiff at the farm from 1736 to 1755. 

5. The Bronze-age hoard

We went on our first site trip to Sheffield museum to see the Bronze-age hoard which was found on Roseberry Topping in 1826. This is a collection of ancient implements including axes and sickles which were probably hidden by an itinerant bronze-smith. Mr. and Mrs. Phalp who farm at Aireyholme went to Sheffield with us and delighted us with lots of interesting stories about the farm. Another site visit was made to the Thornborough Henges near Masham to be guided around the on going archaeological excavations. These are large and dramatic pre-historic enclosures which may have been used for religious rituals.

6. Aerial Photography

Bob de Wardt has recently begun taking aerial photographs as we have been lucky to obtain the services of a local enthusiast who has his own plane, albeit a Second World War model. This is a continuing project.

Dan O’Sullivan is collating the ridge and furrow fields in the two parishes from field work and with the assistance of aerial photos.
Last, but certainly not least, we all feel that by being part of such a group has made us realize the broad number of sites and interests there are to investigate in Ayton – the members work well together and much credit must go to Kevin for his enthusiastic leadership. Many of us put in effort outside of the regular Wednesday meetings. We are also very grateful to the various farmers and landowners who have allowed us access to their fields.
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