News from the Highley Initiative

The Wheelz Recycling Project opened its unit at Netherton Workshops in Highley in the Autumn of last year.  The project is part of Pathways-Shropshire a social firm development agency and registered charitable company. ( A social firm is an enterprise which combines a trading purpose with the specific aim of employing people with disabilities and re-investing its profits for the benefit of its aims).  Pathways has been developed by Shropshire County Council as an independent agency which can provide training and learning opportunities for people with disabilities and other disadvantages in accessing work, and to create a number of enterprises which can provide a suitable sheltered training and work environment.

Pathways covers the whole of Shropshire and although its first project ie Wheelz is located in Highley, it is intended that the Wheelz service will also cover the whole county.

Currently the unit at Highley is open three days per week for training and collection of bicycles ie Tuesday-Thursday inclusive.  The tutor for the project Michael Cain, can be contacted on 01743 340035. 

The Aims of the Wheelz Project

The Wheelz project itself aims to do a number of key things, namely:-

· Take donations of unwanted bicycles (including frames, parts etc) for repair/refurbishment

· Redistribute bicycles for community uses eg to support healthy living initiatives, cycle awareness in schools etc

· Provide opportunities for training and employment for people with disabilities or other disadvantage in accessing work (eg no transport)

· Encourage cycling through a range of transport planning and tourism initiatives eg providing bikes for employee bike pools and for hire at tourist destinations/cycle routes

Working Together in Highley

The Wheelz Recycling project is keen to work together with community partnerships in Highley and to this end has sought to develop relationships with the Project Group for the new community building and with the Highley Initiative as the two leading community partnerships in the area. 

·  There are a number of areas of potential mutual interest that the project will work on together with the Initiative, namely:-

· The piloting of hire stations for cycles in tourist locations throughout the forthcoming season eg the country park and the Severn Valley Railway station

· Joint work to support the development of the National Cycle Route with Shropshire Country Council (and others)

· The development and promotion of cycle use and  community pools as a means of inter-village transport

· Joint publicity and marketing opportunities

· Joint bids for funding where appropriate

Some of these are long term goals; for example community cycle pools will be much easier to organise when the new community centre is in place. However, we have included cycle hire in our new Welcome to Highley leaflets and have added a link to the village web site.

David Poyner, Highley Initiative   Marian Giles, Shropshire County Council
The Donkey Bridge
As part of the Local Heritage Initiative grant for New England, the history of the site is being documented. I want to deal the Donkey or Horse Bridge; the oldest feature of the site.


The bridge is a narrow, two arch structure built of local sandstone but with the arches lined with brick. The central pier is forms a substantial cut-water, to deflect the  water of the Borle Brook through the two arches. The narrow deck of the bridge shows that it was only ever intended for pedestrians or horses in single file and the alternative names for the bridge both reflect the local tradition that it was used for packhorses.


The earliest map that shows Highley in any detail is a map of Shropshire drawn up in 1754 by a cartographer called Jean Roque. The bridge is marked on this and called the “New Bridge”. This suggests that it was built in the early 18th Century; at date also suggested by its stile (particularly the use of bricks, which do not seem to have been much used in this area until the end of the 17th Century). There is an entry in the Poor Rates for 1742, noting that money was spent repairing Malpass Mill bridge (leading to Kinlet and long defunct) and the New Bridge. This is the earliest contemporary reference to the bridge.


Writing at the start of the 19th Century, the vicar of Kinlet, the Rev Blakeway, described the bridge as “very ancient and almost ruinous”, although it was still called the “New Bridge”. Blakeway preserves an intriguing story as to its origins. In 1709, the country was controlled by a Whig government; the Whigs were the ancestors of the Liberal party of today. In that year, a clergyman called Dr Henry Sacheverell preached two sermons attacking Government policy, particularly their tolerance of non-conformists. The Government arrested Sacheverall and put him on trial for seditious libel. The trial provoked riots in London and the House of Lords, whilst finding Sacheverall guilty, imposed a token sentence, preventing him form preaching for three years and ordering the public hangman to burn a copy of the offending sermons. The government was humiliated and, already unpopular for other reasons, soon fell to be replaced by  a Tory administration. Sacheverall was offered a new post at Selattyn in North Shropshire and made what was effectively a triumphal procession from London to take up his benefice in 1710. Blakeway records how at Kinlet, the squire, Sir Lacon William Childe, invited him to stay. New Bridge was said to have been built for Sacheverall’s use and he was greeted by a crowd of 2000 on a flat space near the bridge.


It is difficult to know how reliable this story is; presumably Blakeway obtained his information from the members of Childe family in his own day. There is no doubt that the family and much of the surrounding country would have been in sympathy with Sacheverall. Blakeway gave two examples of local people who were given the Christian name “Sacheverall”, apparently in honour of Dr Sacheverell. 


Regardless of the truth of the story, the bridge would have been used from the start by those who wished to cross the Borle Brook to reach riverside wharfs and crossings in Highley and Hampton Loade. As noted in an earlier article, there was no shortage of trade from the Rea Valley and the Clee Hills that needed to get to the Severn. It is possible to trace the old road, now a public footpath, that drops steeply down the hillside from Crumpsend Farm to Bind Brook and then follows this a short distance to the Donkey Bridge. On the Highley side, the path immediately from the end of the bridge seems to be on a causeway and there are traces of what may be a track going straight up the hillside. This may be the original road leading from the Bridge.


On the Highley bank of the brook, next to the Donkey Bridge, are traces of stone blocks in the bank; it is possible that these represent an earlier bridge at this point.

David Poyner

The New England Enhancement is funded by the Local Heritage Initiative, a partnership between the Heritage Lottery Fund, Nationwide Building Society and the Countryside Agency.

