Kippax is furst mentioned in 1086 in
"Domesday” - the record compiled by Wil-
liam the Conqueror of the land holdings
and tax revenues of England.

Kippax is referred to here as "Chipesch”,
which means literally "Cippa's Ash Tree"
("Cippa" being an Old English personal
name). The Anglians or English are first
thought to have arrived 1o this part of
Yorkshire in the 7th-century AD.

Kippax is thought to have been the admin-
fistrative and ecclesiastical centre of a large
Anglo-Saxon estate and, following thci
Norman Conquest of 1066, was the mano-
rial centre for the northern part of the
Honour of Pontefract (an area of land that
covered about half of modern West York-
Ishi:e). 14th-century ax rolls suggest Kip-
pax had a population equivalent to Leeds.

The earlicst reference to a2 coal mine in
Kippax is in 1320-1 and Kippax thrved in
the 19th-century as a coal-mining village.

A surprising number of historical features
Isurvive in Kippax . We hope that you wall
enjoy discovering them.

If you would like to get involved with
the Socicty or find out more about
Kippax's historic past, why not come
to our monthly meetings.

Contact details:
Mr E. Pickles .... 0113 286 4785

Local Heritage intiialive

¢ Nationwide

E'lc'he trysid
ountryside
-Agencyy

This leaflet has been produced by the
Kippax Historical Society in 2004, with
funds provided by the Local Heritage Initi-
ative Scheme,

Acknowlcdgements to the West
Yorkshire Archacology Service for use
of the front cover illustration of the 14th
century grave cover and other help
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‘'The Church:

The church is mendoned in 1086 and almost cer-
tainly exists on the site of an carlicr building, possi-
bly in wood. Two fragments of an Anglo-Saxon
cross shaft, thought to be part of an cady 10th-
century cross, were found in the church n the
19th-century, The church probably orginated as a
private chapel for an English lord but is thoughbt to
bave become a Minster church, probably before
the Nomuan Conquest. The "herringbone”  ma-
sonty visible in the outer walls is charactesistic of]
11th or 12th-century building work. A decorated
{4th-century cross slab can be seen in the gmv:-w
yard 20 yards east of the chancel See front cover.

Manor Garth Hill: (a nationally iroportant
archacological site protected by law):

[The eacthowork remains of an 11th-century ring-
hwork and hailey castle are clearly visible next to the
church. This may be the site of an carlier high
status Englich hall The casde’s outer defences
otigmally extended eastwards into what 15 now the
churchyard.

Ash Tree School Lecds Road:

On or very close to the site of Goldsmith's School,
a 16th -century free grammar school. The extant
Jbuildings 1oday date from the late 19th century.

{Sylhetti Balti:

Thought to be the oldest building sl standing in
Kippax {other than the chutch), possibly 17th-cen-
tury in date.

ell Lane:

The spring, where water was obtained for drinkin
and washing in the days before running water, can
still be seen

The White Swan

Is oo the site of a previous White Swan and the
Manor Court is thought to have been held there.

Royal Oak Public House;

Formetly known as Kippax House The building]
dates from about 1700 and is listed Grade I1.
The earlier Royal Oak was on Cross Hills

Hanovet Square:

An 18th century stone wall can still be seen on the
castemn edge of the square.

[Old Gateposts to Kippax Patk:

[These are 18th century in date and ane protected by
'listing.

The Hermitage:

|An 18th centuzy house on the North side of High
Street and listed as Grade IL

ICinema:

A 1920’5 building in the High Street; called the
Albambra for many years

I'['hc Old Trce Inn:

Was for many years a beer house, it could not
fsprits ot strong wine.

The Commercial:
Was previously known 1s the Medhurst Arms.
Pinfold:

Located between No's 105 - No's 107 High Street,
was used to keep stray animals untl a fine was p:udu
to regain them

Windmill:

Boggat's or Kippax Mill Prohably of eardy to mid
19th-century date, there was an 18th-century wind-
[mill on a different site at Lime Hills (wheze it is
shown on a map of 1775 and of 1817). However,
by 1828 the only mill shown in Kippax is that of a
water-mill (which was probably of medieval origin)
on Shefficld Beck on the south side of Swmtion
Road. Bogpat's mill was used for gnonding com and
was converted from a windmill to a stcam-doven
il 1n the late 19th-century,

Water Mill:

Was mentiened in the Domesday Survey and was
located near the Allotments on Station Road.
Railway:

Kippax had a Railway station from 1878 10 1969,
nothing remains of the station but the station cot-
tages can still be seen




