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WHITTLE-LE-WOODS

Carwood Lane Footpath

in 2002 a project was undertaken to Improve Carwood Lane footpath, About 13 tocal residents, under the wetchiul eye of & trainer, retiiilt the

ook nto the history of the area and provide Information to peopie who dry stone wall. Many of them samed a quakification In dry-stone waliing. QE F
might want o use the path. ‘What started as a simpie plan to Improve Tha feotpath was cleared and a contractor resurfaced it. An artisl worked :

the surlsce, developed Into a major project Involving Partst Councliiors with chikidren from 5t Chad's and Whittis-le-Woods 5t John's Schoofs to

and reskdents. design & bench, which can be seen aiongside tha path.

voluntesrs looked at oid maps and documants and talked to ederly This Information board (arst the one at the other ent of the footpath) was

residents. They found that the footpath ts part of the old road from Leyland  designed by voluntsers from the history group. A free afiet Is sfso

to Brindle but there was no evidence of a proper surface. The fAirst section kvallablg from loca) shops.

from Carwood Farm to the dry stone wall was probably covered whan

the land known as The Deiph was quarried for within Ilving rmemory, the . During Lthe whoie profect, a photographic record was kept of progress.
footpath went up and over part of the quarry. There has been 30 much The phatographs hers show what the path looked fike befors and after.
stone removed that the path has now revertad 1o its original tine. The project was fundy i, granis from The Local Heritage Initlativs,

Lancashire County Guncil Grasn Partnesship, Chorley Borough Councll

LITTLE QUARRY and White-te-Woodoarisn Counch
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Carwood Lane footpath Is iknown tocally as The Caradins. Tha derivation Is unknown but may

be named after a former quarry owner or couid be a corruption of Carwood House Lane which

Is the name on the 1831 Ordnance Survey map. The footpath foflows the line of the oid road from
Leyland 1o Brindle but was cut when the Lancaster Canal was built In 1803, Traveilers then had lo
uss Hill Top Lare and Choriey O!d Road. This year, 2003, marks (he Blcenterary of the firet barge
to use the canal through Whittie-s¥¥oods.

URST

The footpath begins at Carwood Farm. As you walk past the houses on your right, the land opposite
WaS once a small quarry which was lfoaded and known as The Delph. Local chikdren

piaysd and swam there. it was filled in |, In the 1950° and sll you can ses |8 the shape of the feld

on the map.

As you walk slong, you will ses vigws.
To the southeast |n the distancs is njjton Plke
To the south [ the steaple of the Mormon Temple

Down in the vallay you can see tha flelds and footgath which laads (o Low MI, This was once a
Callco-prinding milk; It clossd down in the 1930°s but we are fortunate (0 have the (odge which has
become & witdife arsa and provides fishing. i you fook carefully In the valley, you will 188 two cuttings
geing from tha River Lostock to Lhe lodQe {8 Iodge (s another name for & mill pordt); these were

cut many years ago to kesp the lodge topped up. No-ons seems to know why there are twol -

On the opposite side of Lthe path, the land slopss up stesply to Whittle HIll Quarry. This [s a sandstone
quartry which Is now disuvsed and s reverting back to nature. The stons was quarried for milistonss,
fos the construction of the Raya! Ordnance lactory In Euxton in the 1830 and more recently for the
whiening of the M8 near Preston in the earty 1090%s. Littls Quarry nearby s a landfiil site.

b’ Yrhittle Hilis wan a popular spot for plcnickers and when there was a total eciipse In 1927, buses
wire [aid on from sll surrounding districts to travel to Whitls H!ll to watch. Tha hills have now
been Quarrised away. :

Alongside the path you will sse two henches.

Bench A was mads and Instatied by & local reskient, Joe Breen, In 1998

H you ook carsfuily you will nee s plaque giving the latitude & longitude.
Bench B ls part of the Carwood Lane Project. An artist, Paul Hodgaon,
worked with thae children of the two schools In the village Lo deslgn the bernch.
It bears tha schaools' Crests.

Just naar the sscond bench you will see a dry stona wall. This is the wall rebullt by voluntesrs.
Thay did the whols streich In elaven days In the summar and aptumn of 2002,

At the end of the path there is & stone cotiage facing you. Behind It ls a deep

’ cutting which was once the Lancaster Ganal sading to Watton Summit The
canal servad the industries of Whittls-le-Woods lor many yeare bringing In
coal to fesd the bollere of two weaving mills and exporting stone from the two
quarries. Mlllstones wers the maln product of the quarries and they were
exporied all over the world through Liverpool. The Lancaster Canal joined the
Leads Liverpooi Canal In Whittle-te-Yoods near Dark Lane,

AQUADUCT M61_ LOWER COPTH

At tha cotlage you can tum left or fght.

LEFT Walk slong the unmade road to Hiil Top Lane. Whittis HINl Quarry Is on
your it Look over the wall and you will ses & desp cufting. This usad to be
a tunnsgl for the Lancaster Canal but it fell In shortly sfer it was opaned and
had 10 be dug out Litlle Quarry Is on tha opposite side of KH Top Lane.

RIGHT Follow the path down the drive and you will eventually ses a stons
parapet This is the lop of the aqueduct which was buill to carry the Lancaster
Canal over the River Lostock. It |s s testament to Lhe work of the
stonentasons who bulit it. It |s slill in near perfect condition alter 200 yeare.
You can wath under the tunnal or carry on along the footpath to Low Mill

lodge.

% Public Footpaths

A \ . 1 /

MORMON ;EMPLE TO LOW MILL & TOWN LANE

WHITTLE-LE-WOODS PARISH CoUwst. | e L

hacl Plamigs buillaii o
TS
@ @, BEEmm Bl

RIVINGTON PIKE

»

Cherley



