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Far Oakridge, Waterlane, Bournes Green, Tunley and Daneway




Comer phiodographe

chockiwisg fromm sogy ledy
Frowl Make el iz mg%
dbwn Pl oar b wall JWPAIT

F i e

T Nt AR o

Chanrinlipe, ofiemmolinhynd

Far B |0
Dhrrensiiy anfiniry it iy
forener Hrckhiivm Arim

LR R T

Aoy Mok,

Dhithivns i CoSliige Pl

Widnerhaue, 1o itwr TR0

Papsily wind deapber il

bl Soboad i i

fhimvnly flae

Tl W

erowersicay for © ek

o P

Contents

Foreword by Pat Carrick

The Oakridge Story by fulier Shipaman
Intrexcddisctiosn

A Moedieval View

The Changing Scene

The Cloth Inclusiry

Thee Arts anct Crafis Movemem 1
Howses of an Honost Kind 1

Village Life 1

Anccdotal Oakridge by Par Carmrick
Byponos — The Chiarch

Thie Eite Irls Humt remembers the school
The Old Nelson
Entertainment = The Strowd Jowrnal 1904

The Cakndge Orohestra

Famois Peaple

Sotrees and Bibdography

i . shomnige wnd e

i ok g avillatsde fromm the

Bhritindy Lilarisy and tee Li

ary il Comyiprss

ISHM (054021

L may b reproduced in sy e o B

Acknowledyemenis

W i Bk

plisstmgraphs

oin thaank all fhess who ent s thesr old

Moshorn plistograples wers mhen by Karing Thackes

san shrwn by Poser Wiostley

s W

uy e

s, In 1his 1
wa by b Ben DBiickonell, W

e ICIOTies @ e maln Dk




LISKHIIRGE: A HISTORY

Oakridge,
its hamlets and some of its oldest buildings
The Holy ook

L)
= wmHoads, lanes and paths

Foreword
Pat Carrick

romeny years | compiled issues of
Wihar's O (Village mpgazine), and wos
alwsys especially Gecinated by the contribu-
tions of the older vilkagers. | felr this was an
aren tha justified much closer examination;
frcleed the whole history of Oalkridge, ancd i
surrouncding hamlets, was worthy of research
= =0 (0 write g book on the subject becime
a lifelong ambition.
Thireses vesirs ago, this history project was
lucky enough 1o be awarded a Heritage
Lottery  Fund  grant and The Oaleridge

Historicl Besearch Group wis formed as a
result. Meanwhile, Julier Shipman, who has
written and researched many local history
baoerks, Brenght her energies and enthusizsm
1o the project.

S0 now this summary marks the kanch
of the Oakridge book project. There ane so
many wonderful memories of schookdays,
holidays and  village life that it s impossible
ter include everything in this small introdue-
tory booklet but we hope that what is here
will whet appetites for the final book.
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The Oakridge Story

Julier Shipman

Introduction

"Ji e offer you here, a glimpse of our wark
W have uncoversd so much inleresting
menerial; s meny old pholographs, so meany
decds and documents and had such vivid iner
vieavn wth the older residenss, that we ame
almost overshelmed sithe the wesighs of onr
resenrch, W hove decided, therefore, o poo-
disce a fow chapters of our work s thar you
can se somie of our discoveries

Lincla Hall, an architectural historan, has
surveyed, dored and photographed lifeen cot-

tages and farmhouses. She las photographed

Wateroombse  House
Dameway Honese, Ir;|||||‘\|l'|r| Flace, Hillhoose
Farm and Kings Farm

thie  larger  howses

We have researnched

muich ol the history of ihase

mises wnd during
Linda's investigations, she discovered three
previoushy unknown imedieval hall howses in
i I.|'|.;r|:|;.1,_' and Avenis Gresen

We include here in our lirst chaplher,
Daneway House, one of the most beautiful
ory and those of the

eithier medieval bouwses weill be wold o full, inoour

howses in the area. Ts his

ook, which will be |t||I|1|-.I|<_-|l in Movernlser

ol of Bircl
v Pipiilion, foacine
irud Bimgpe ap

Nhsrtivet, Thotrk=y

Weodurowifi Bonie of i

Ve fiamraly

2006, Lincka bas also dewswen the many benutiful
ants andd erls laiches, hinges il door handles
thut she found ar Solomon's Court, Sherwood
House, Thes Goeen Farm, Sokyes Close, Sherra
and The Okl Smithy

The cloh industry Teft s mark on the anchi
wcture and development of the group of vil-
|.|g‘|--‘ which we have siudicd, Here we give you
an introduction o the subject and o picture of
the wezvers” daily life. Much remains to be told,
however, especially. about the clothiers, how
||||_-1_.' amas=es] their wealth and where I||.|.'1_.
Hwed, Thelr inventorbes: give a vivid pictiine of
thee Interiors of thebr houses, how they waere Tar
nished and how they lived. Bookwoods was
thie hiovme of the wealthy ologhder famidly, the
Butlers. OF course, the collapse of the cloth

inchustry beought great poverty and this, in =



turm, led o some notorious crimess; these sio

s we will well in ail, as reponed in the

newspapers of the day. At the same time

wenlthy landowniers were tmking up the newly

Fashionahbe hobby ol archise M was

fresl fnterest when o 1841, Thomas Baker, of
Watercombse Flouse:, dliscon o wnd excavaied
He

oo thuil & geophysical survey, carric

1 Wik wear Boommess Gireeen. It Bs

Ly it by

Birlstol Uiniversiry, will revesl moee of the histr
v ol thiks inpoetint Bomsan. sif

Thes building of the canal through the aren
wis similar o e fmpact of @ new moborwary

There wene protests and acts of sabotage while

the opening of the mibway bresuigl i

ment for many villagers. Roods remained o

probdem fOr ImiEny  yeirs Ihe old white roods

mintiinedd with crusbsed e can e seen in

old postcnrdds until the 15400

The struggle to estalilish  schools 0

Crakrid beth Anglican and Nonconformbist

amid the difficulties of reachers in the 19th cen

ned chilldren,
minthe 1870s

miry, s they deal with ill-disciy
mikes a4 Giscinating story, Childr

aned THH S Iy

oy plived trnn and wem
ofl o work at the silk mill in Oakedge or
v Ashimeads Mill ar Challord. W

will sil=is describwe the |.-|||I|l|||_q ol the

walked cloawr

much
needed church and chapel in the 190 cenmny
Lty the 183008 mcst villagers worked in

pspect of the cloth tmade, yet weavers
wontld heflp onir . harvest tme and, if fimes
weere hard, would find swork as agriculiural

libomares Farmung, themelone, is o oentral pan

of the hestory of Cakod IHanes, inveniores

and wills it the weary ol life of

an Fnrmees who Hved Watenoomibe

the yoeoa

House, Dancway House and Cakridge Faom

Many Rirming proctioes continued  from these

elys o the 158 s an

mpe-reconded recalle

tomns by thes odiler resldenis give vivid acoounia

al long-lomeiien Ccountry activities; o plcing

clder making, plg killing and the calivation of

I3

the water meadows: All this will be included n
cur bosok

Here, wee indlude an introducilon o the Arts

iz movement Wie dessoribe =oame of ks
Koy Tlgrunes, Bodly those who cime from outsidk
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and led the movement as architects and design-
ers, and those who lived locally and whose
lives were transformed by the trining they
receivied which enhanced their native skills

e wiill dhiscuss the Bnpecy of Word War 1 and
I on the villages and we huve detaled eyewit-
nesss sorownts and photogmphs of the doy, il
rememybeered. by many, when 2 German plane
wiis shot down over Crakridge on 25 July 1940

I
much curtailed, on the dayv-io-day life of vil-

1

lly, wee have a chapter, regrettably

bnges as described in-their reminiscences and
photographs. Until the 1940's, it was a timae ol

OAKEITOE A MESTOY

sell-sulficiency, Every inch of the ground wis
planied to yicld some crop, every tree and bush
wirs harvested for its Erdr |‘.¥'L‘I"I.'I!'III"IH WS recy-
cled; even old bicyeles were pluckes] from the
rubbish dump and put ack 1o use. Nothing
was evier wasted, |

Memnment was s
hoime mades. At the same time, thene wis a very
clese-knit communiny. A child mibght have a set
of grandparcnts in one village and another in
the next village. Between them were e
aurts, wncles and couslns, Everyone knew
everyone und wus probably related oo, This
world has almost gone now bt we have been
in time o record .

A Medieval View

Vit acres of woodland once strefched acmass
the fand where the villages and hamleis of
Oakridyge, Far Oakridge, Tunley, Boumes
Green and Waterlinge now He and some ol
these ancient woods still survivie st Tunbey and
Ihanewsry

Around the village of Bisley were three
immense open fiekds, known as Battlescomibe,
stancombe amd Westficld, which together
todalled nearly 2000 seres. These greut Helds
were divided into- hundreds of long, narmow
sinps, The Grmer might hold theee or four
strips in each feld which ment that his Jand
hslelings wene

Beyond these open fields lay the commons
or waste land, covering several hundm'd acres

scatteredd throough the parish.

Thisre weene fwo auiin commons; one beiwesn
Biskey and Exstoomibwe and the other covened o
migngle of Lind between Oakridpge, Far
Cakridpe and Winerane, There were also small

pockets of common land a0 Tunley, Hourne's
Green and The Trench. Origirally wooded, the
commons wene grvdlually: eared and by 17340
Many
landdomyners tn Oakeldge and the other hamlets
had rights of co at important
asset for them and indeed were vital o their

the last trees had been on down

wmeat which wen

survival: they could graze their livestock, quar-
ry for stone and collect wood

The carliest recorded setthements in the area
were not villages but solated Farmbouses il
o the hilly ridpes above the Frome. A1

Oakridge wene Wieir m and Cakridge Farm.
Farther o the east was Fmmpton Place, Near
Bourmes Green wits Solomon's court and in the

most eastern comer of the parish was Dancway



