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Dedicated to Amy Harvey and all the others who have kept alive the memories of old Throwleigh

It was a great loss to the village when these people died and |
have regretted so often that | did not ask them more questions.
Emmie Varwell, 1938
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Preface

he idea of creating a Throwleigh Archive in 1999

had three sources: Millennium celebrations, a small
surplusin the Beating the Bounds accounts; and,
crucialy, asuitcase. The suitcase contained the late
Amy Harvey's extensive records of Throwleigh and its
school, and this was the catalyst: there seemed no better
way of marking the Millennium than by making a
permanent record, not only of the school but of the
whole parish. Amy was born in the village, went to the
school as a child, and then returned after her teacher
training; she was headmistress for 38 years.

The founder members of the Archive successfully
applied for a grant through the Local Heritage Initiative,
anational scheme administered by the Countryside
Agency and funded by the Heritage L ottery Fund and
Nationwide Building Society. Since 1999, volunteers
have scanned many hundreds of photographs and
documents lent by current and former residents of
Throwleigh. The Archive isamost entirely electronic,
and is still growing, with both old and new photographs
and other material.

This book grew out of an exhibition which the
Archive held in 2002. We exhibited several hundred of
the most interesting pictures from the Archive, together
with some explanatory text, press cuttings, and other
material about Throwleigh and its people. We were
pleasantly surprised by the interest generated by this
exhibition.

For some people who visited the exhibition, who
knew the parish and its people years ago, many of the
pictures could stand on their own, and needed no further
explanation. However, for many (perhaps most) these
pictures already represented alost world, even though
Throwleigh has probably had fewer physical changes
than most parishes over the past century. For whilst
many placesin the parish looked almost exactly asthey
had in 1900, the inhabitants, their work, and their way
of life had changed out of all recognition. Increasingly,
the pictures would become almost meaningless unless
the Archive aso recorded the memories which went
with them. Our inspiration here was the remarkable
work carried out by Jacquie Sarsby in the early 1990s.
She had made a number of tape recordings of local
people talking about their lives, some with memories
going back almost to the beginning of the twentieth
century, and she kindly allowed us to copy some of
these tapes.

In our application to Local Heritage Initiative, we
had not claimed to be an oral history project;
nevertheless, in 2002 we started to record some
interviews ourselves with some key people who
remembered lifein Throwleigh in the ‘old days'. |
always had Jack Symons, who farmed at Wooda, in my
mind as we did these interviews, but could never
emulate his ability to dicit all the information without
ever asking adirect question. The process of recording
voices and pictures continues to the present, and we are

eternally grateful to all the people who were unsparing
of their time, and put up with our obvious
inquisitiveness — a characteristic never greatly admired
in small villages.

This book is not a history of Throwleigh, or even a
history of Throwleigh in the twentieth century. Norisit
a systematic gazetteer of the Parish and its buildings. It
isacollection of the best pictures from the Archive,
with text which explains, amplifies or comments on the
pictures, mostly in the form of quotations from oral or
written sources. In many waysit followsin the
footsteps of Emmie Varwell, author of Throwleigh
(1938), who listened to local people and wrote down
what they told her. Occasionaly, there are more
substantial written contributions — for example, Oscar
Grelg's remarkable account of his early flying
experiences.

In planning this book, the pictures were primary, and
normally the text arose from those pictures. Much of
this text comes from our interviews and those made by
Jacquie Sarsby. Thisis, of course, speech, and no-one
speaks as they write. | havetried to be faithful to what
people actually said, and have not rewritten the excerpts
from the transcripts, hoping that any extra effort which
the reader may have to make will be amply rewarded by
the authenticity of transcribed speech. | have
occasionally changed the order of some material. | have
also tried to refrain from commenting on or re-
interpreting what people said. There are inevitably
difficulties when names and unusual terms occur in a
transcription of speech. | have done my best to verify
the spelling of names, and the like, but please let me
know where | have failed.

Amy Harvey’ swritings for the Church Magazine of
Chagford, Gidleigh and Throwleigh provided another
rich source of memories to accompany the pictures.
These short articles were originally written between
1982 and 1998, for the Children’s corner section, and
contain a mass of meticulous detail about old and
modern Throwleigh, amounting to over 50,000 words. |
have selected extracts which relate to our pictures;
unfortunately, there has not been space in this book to
do justiceto al of Amy’s material.

Wherever possible, people are identified in the
pictures. There are various sources for these names.
Sometimes the names were written on the back of the
photographs or on an additional sheet of paper, and
sometimes press reports provided additional
information. Occasionally local people have helped us
identify people. None of these sources areinfalible,
and | apologise for any errors which have slipped
through.

Michael Paget
Chairman, Throwleigh Archive
2006



his book would not have been possible without a

grant from Local Heritage Initiative. None,
however, of the many people involved has been paid
for their time. This has amounted to severa thousand
hours of volunteer effort. | was not involved in the
early years of the Archive, and | apologise if, through
ignorance, | have omitted some names from the
following list.

Thanksto:

The founder members of the Throwleigh Archive, who
did the hard work of establishing the Archive and
recording most of its content: Angela Annaly
(chairman), Gill Payne (treasurer), Annabel Walker
(secretary), Chris Chapman (consultant) — and those
who helped in the grant application, scanning
photographs and in many other ways: Dinty Allanson,
Jackie Crawford, lan Crawford, Penny Perkins,
Michael Moss, Judy Moss.

The present officers of the Throwleigh Archive, who
have done so much in helping to put this book together:
Dawn Hatton (secretary),who arranged and helped in
most of the interviews and contributed in too many
ways to enumerate; Dave Hatton (treasurer), who spent
many hours on the accounts, took photographs, and
looked after the time-consuming jobs of copyright
clearance and proof-reading; and Chris Chapman
(consultant) who despite a very busy professional
career as a photographer and broadcaster, spent many a
midnight hour scanning, improving, and printing old
photographs. We are also very grateful for the free use
of his computer facilities and avery long loan of his
recording equipment.

Those who lent us precious photographs and other
material: Eleanor Clarke, Tom and Pat Endacott, Ann
Minugh, Eileen Clarke, Dunning and Clarice Morris,
Liz Pybus, Tony Aggett, Trevor Harris, John and
Winnie Kingsland, Ron Kingsland, Ernie Bowden,
Hilary and Guy Lewis, Barbara Lentern, David
Skeates, Jackie Stinchcombe, John Booth, Sheila
Knox, Herbert McAllister, Christine Stanbury, Joan
Powell, Eileen Whitley, Nick Heath, Charles Mosse,
Bob Gelder, John Wadlow, Theodore Landon.

Jacquie Sarsby, for letting us copy and quote from
some of her interview tapes.

Those who agreed to be interviewed: Tom and Pat
Endacott, Maggie Clark, Eleanor Clarke, Kathleen
Norman, Nick Heath, Christine and John Stanbury,
Murvin Stapleton, Monica Alford, Edna Rowe,
Priscilla Childs, Liz and Bill Pybus, Betty Webber,
Jackie Stinchcombe, Carol Molland, Rita Webb, David
Kingsland, Theodore Landon.

Others who provided information: Sir Richard
Rashleigh, Fred Barlow, Frank Smith, David Y eo,
Doreen Mortimore, Martin Watts, Mark Stoyle, Kit

Newsome, Simon Dell, Eileen Clarke, Elizabeth
Lawrence.

Rev. Louis Baycock, who organised the transcription of
Amy Harvey’s articles for the Parish Magazine, with the
help of Ann Smith, Julia Bellinger, and Diane and Anne-
Marie from the Parish Office.

Roger Paul, for help with GPS locations, and John Smith,
for hisinvestigationsin ‘Bloody Meadow’.

Kate Wass and Dave Hatton for help with transcriptions.

The staff of Local Heritage Initiative, especially Sarah
Tarragon.

The staff of the Museum of Dartmoor Life, Okehampton,
Devon Public Library, West Country Studies Library,
Devon Record Office, Imperial War Museum.

Those who read and provided valuable comments on the
draft of this book: Tom and Pat Endacott, Eileen Clarke,
Angela Annaly, Dawn and Dave Hatton, Sarah Paget.

Acknowledgementsto:

Joan Rawson, for permission to quote from her Truth is
stranger than fiction.

The Sunday Express, Express & Echo, and the Daily
Telegraph for permission to reproduce cuttings. A few
press cuttings came from scrapbooks and other sources
where the newspaper’ stitleis unknown. | apologise for
the lack of a proper acknowledgement in these cases.

Imperial War Museum, for permission to quote from the
papers of Oscar Greig. Thiscollectionisheldinthe
Department of Documents at the Imperial War Museum.
Every effort has been made to contact the copyright
holder but this has not been possible.

Harper Collins Publishers Ltd for permission to quote
from The Sttaford mystery and An Autobiography by
Agatha Christie.

Excerpts from Lewis Court’s Some Dartmoor saints and
shrines, are reproduced by courtesy of the University
Librarian & Director, The John Rylands University
Library, University of Manchester.

Chris Chapman, for permission to reproduce some of his
photographs. These do not form part of the Throwleigh
Archive, and the copyright remains his.

Eleanor Clarke, for her permission to quote from the
writings of Amy Harvey.

The maps in this book are based on the 1889-90 and
1906 Ordnance Survey maps.

In some cases we were unable to examine the reverse of
photographs, where, for example, they werein an album,
and it is possible that we have failed to acknowledge the
source correctly. If any reader can provide amissing
source, we will add the information to the Archive.



