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The Pockiington Town Clock Restorafion Cowrmiitiee wias
2002 to restore the clock on the tower of ANl Saints” P.crn-rlr chwrch.

The dock required £45, 000 to respraing the dials, dndrFﬁ-ﬁ:ruﬂdﬂ.dlm..
restore the quarter hour chimes and fit wight silewcing equipment.

Local fundraising took place with The Heritage Lottery fund and Wren
making major contributions. The work whick wecessitated taking down
the four dials was carried our in the summer of 2003.

Tiwo open iﬂ:l'l.' heeld in ember 2003 and a thanksgiving service
held fn Odoar e o

Here Mel Doean a0 focal clockmaber 5 explemime the workines of e ofack iy viftar



Pocklington's town clock situated on the tower of All Saints Church was
mannfactured in 1846 by o meckanic and waker called Charles
Brown from Selly.

The restoration committes wanted to [ind ont wore informartion abonr
the maker of the dlock and made an for informartion through the
local mewspaper. Mel Doran a retired L H-n';gﬂ Fangfoss
corfacted the commitiee with improriant fmformation. He prodwced a
copy of Loomes " Yorkshire Clockmakers” & contains the following

Emm,{:hlrﬁﬂ Sclby 18341836 Turret clockmaker at Finkle Strect
1834 - 1848, Advert of 1836 reads: "Charles Brown, Turrct Clock and
Cliimee Maker, etc. Finkle Street, Selby. Feels it is his duty to return kis
ﬂhﬁlﬁﬂlhﬁrﬁrmﬁnnﬂ!pﬂmh#ﬂmﬂdﬂﬁnﬂrﬁ:

fen years, and kas mach re in announcing to the public that
Tre hras ivvented a double turret clock measures accurle
timre and capuble of working hands for amy number of dials of any size
and canwod be acted ?i i lar motion of the atmosphere. lis

il

excellemce and durability ma rlessly challenge competition”.
"A sprecimen, ﬁr&hihugniuv;wrdcnfﬁmmmhm
in Sellry Church".

Records show £208. 15 24 was pwid to Charles Brown for the clock. (The

xﬁn&m of £42,324 today). Charles Brown had been making turret
ks for twelve years fm‘ﬂuim im Finkle Street and was highly

i Charles Brown
Vi és i & chitd vompacally

fegether
of Cholera in an epidemic which
et the tows in 1848 wihen over 100

dicd. A special mass burial
plot was used adjacent to Selby and 8 commemoraled with a
recently erected plague.

The commitiee wanied to frace other clocks made by Charles Brown o
find out more about his work and thus provide interesting backgronnd

Amother Charles Brown clock was traced to Riccall church and there is
anmother af Crowle, Aw fry at Abdrey revealed trey had a Sweith
;fﬂﬂir}idu&wi.ﬂuhﬁ 1909, 5o where had ihe Charles
rown clock gone - was if wow at Pocklimgronf Ar first bistorians af
Seliry said this was wot so because the Brown clock had been sold 1o
Cawood Church. Enguiries there however revealed this to be a single
Potts of Leeds Mel Diowan and Kevth Scolic-Young the owner
aflhﬂnﬂbrhﬁﬁiﬂnmmhm clock was lkely to
b the owe first fitied fo Sefllvy ﬁmo’ﬂl!‘ﬁtll“f‘l‘ﬂlﬂ:.
{Im 1902 the upper portion of Selby Abbey's tower had been removed
beconse of subsidence prroblewms and a Potts of Leeds Clock installed,
This clock was destroyed in a fire at the Abbey in 1906 ssibsequenthy
replaced by the current Smith of Derby clock installed in (909).

Church records ail the Borthwick Institute in York have been examined

hrnnr:mrﬂnfrhnknfm:rmmﬁrzﬂ-fwwnhﬁrﬂ-

Awmother imlerestin r{rﬂm of the clock is the J escapemen! i was

nnﬂrﬂfl‘dtf . This has been ced bk it fs t thvis was

thy copied awd used in the ism of "Big Ben' in the Palace

of Westminster. Lord Grimthorpe (who it i believed took iz mame from

mearky Grim ﬂlﬂrﬂrhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhn{ﬂ:ﬂﬁnﬂn-}ﬂrm

i fitting "Big Ben'. Did he know about our clocks special deuble
escapement amd copy iF

The committee formed to restore the clock consisted of Parockial Clarch
Council members and Pockiimgion Town Counollors. Although the Town
Council had maintained the clock since (964 the £45,000 required for
the refurbdshment was difficult to fund, Fand ra in thie conmiiinity
soon raised several thousand pounds with substantiol dowations coming
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and WREN the waste tax operator. The
Cumbria Clock ny was confracted fo carry oul the work winich
took place during the summwer of 2003,

The clock faces were taken down awd reparwted and regilded.
The chiming mechanism was re-instated.

Electrification of the winding of the clock was carried out,
A Niglht silencimg swechanism was firfed,

As part of the work two open days were nised for the prablic to view
the mechanism; a rlﬂcimph-r:ﬁ;fhgmmﬂlﬁflﬁt&nﬁﬁ
and a service of dedication was held to commemorate the projects

completion,
Those who contrilwted to the fund are acknowledged on a & wiich

has been fitted to the bell tower near to the dock mechanism a copy of
wirich s shown overleaf.

Ken Sguirrell .""Jl::"llu' ot e .rI'-.'r..'.' ¢lock in the grapnds of the churchpard



