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The
Speet Gill
Trail

A circular
footpath with
three sections
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his leaflet is one of a
series produced by
Solway Rural Initiative

The initiative offers a new
mechanism for dealing with the
problems of rural development and
countryside management.

In consultation with all interested
parties, Solway Rural Initiative
manage the Solway Coast Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

For further information about
Solway Rural Initiative’s Funding
or constitution, please contact:

Solwayw

RURAL INITIATIVE LIMITED

Solway Rural Initiative Limited
The Solway Coast Discovery Centre
Liddell Street
Silloth on Solway
CA7 4DD
Tel: 016973 33055
Fax: 016973 33045
Email: staff@solwaycoast.co.uk
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The Vision

We will create and manage

a circular trail for visitors and
locals alike, with sections
suitable for users of all ages
and abilities, to enjoy the
wildlife, beauty and historical
interest Speet Gill has to offer.

The first section of the trail is by
the Speet Beck. This part is now
an ‘Access for All’ route with
picnic benches, resting perches,
a locally carved seat and
waymarker posts.

I The beck trail begins near the
site of an old water powered corn
mill, Little Mill. No one knows exactly
where it was, but evidence shows it
may have been close to where the
start of the trail begins on your right.
The lord of the manor had sole

right to own
watermills and
wind mills,and %
each miller
had to look
after an
animal owned
by the lord. Little Mill had to feed the
boar with some of the grain that
was ground, and the miller in turn
charged a toll for grinding villagers’
grain. From here continue along the
beck trail until you come to a gnarled
oak on the beck side

with a fence going into the trunk.




Route Information

Public Transport: There are bus
services to Wigton from Carlisle,
Workington, Cockermouth,
Keswick, Aspatria. For details

of times, phone 0870 6082608

LOCATION

Park at the Water Street car park, and
walk down the path towards the
Baths, or take the turning signposted
‘Swimming Pool’ in Wigton town
centre on the B596 just next to the
‘Black- A -Moor’ Hotel, and follow the
narrow road, turning left, with the river
beside it, towards the Baths car park,
situated to the right of the bridge over
the Speet Beck. Here you can park
your car and then find the start of the
trail at the bridge, which is about
20metres from the parking area.

The trail surface is compacted quarry
stone, in parts suitable for wheel
chairs and push chairs.

Total trail length about 1 Km.

Please
follow the
Country Code




Grants from Local Heritage Initiative (a partnership of tha Lottery Heritage Fund, fationwide Bullding Soclety and Couniryside Agency), Cumbria Wasie Management,

2  The stary of Speet Gill Trall started as an idea from a local councillor, who approadied Solway Rural Initiative to manage the project on behalf of Wigton Town Council.
f Wigten Town Coungll, Hadhield Trust, Allerdale Ars, Cumbria Community Fund, tocether with the hard work from SRI's Environmental Task Farce(New Deal), hava

helped us tum a dream into a reality which we can all enjoy.

2 The iron railings
were part of the
Highmoor Estate
and were erected
in the 1800's.

This means that
this oak i1s over 200 years old,

L Roughly haif way along the beck trall,
notice an oid small weir made of
sandstone. The far bank is also of oid
sandstone and is now clad in mosses
and ferns. Perhaps this was a bridge, or
a sluice for the Littie Mill.

Kirkland Lane

" By the new bridge is a small picnic
area where you may sit and listen to the
birds singing and the beck flowing
quietly along, or continue over the
bridge onta the next section of the trail.
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the area of the foundations where the
winamill once stood.

- Look out for the only remaining
wind mill, now without ifs sails.

It stands by the railway station

and is known locally as “Sloan’s Mill”.
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and thrushes; and butterflies such
as Red Admiral and Tortoiseshell.
The plants provide winter food and
nesting areas for the birds. Hazel
used to be coppiced (cut back) to
produce wood for bobbins, charcoal;
barrel and basket making.

-+ Further along, you will see alder
trees, with small green or purple
cones, on the banks of the beck.
Alder likes to grow beside rivers
and have its rootis in water, and so
help to keep the river- bank stabie.
Localty, the alder was used to make
clog soles, as the wood is very
flexible, and provided warm
footwear in winter.

/

As you approach the bridge, high
above In the birch trees, arg galls which
lock like balls of messy twigs. Locally
these are known as ‘Witches Brooms'
and are caused by fungi or bacteria, which
make the wood grow out of control.

Kirkland Pines

This path is bordered by old Scots

pines, Larch and Cedar, and rises (o

a superb view point of Wigton. It is
thought that near the site of the Wigton
Baths, on a bank known as Stoney Bank
(derived from ‘Stank Bank’, meaning wet
bank) stood a windmill in Medieval times.
During very dry summers you may see

of the old Highmoor
estate owned by the
Banks family, the
local squire,
throughout the
1800's. Before this
time, the fields were
owned In common by local farmers.

Edwin Banks built Wigton Baths,
which were opened in 1901, and his
family lived in the large house with
the tal! tower, you can see from the
main Carlisle to Cockermouth Road.




