


In the Autumn of 1992, ownership of the Luxulyan Valley passed as a gift
from English China Clays International Ltd. (now I[merys) to Comwall
County Council and Restormel Borough Council, ensuring its future
preservation as one of Comwall’s finest historic landscapes.

Since then the management has been in the hands of a Steering Group
consisting of representatives from Restormel Borough Council, Cornwall
County Council and The Friends of Luxulyan Valley. Early in 2001 the
management structure was expanded o include other interested parties.

The Friends of Luxulyan Valley was formed in 1996 to enable hke-minded
individuals to be involved in the preservation and protection of the valley, 1o
influence and assist in the management and to promote education in the
history, natural history and other aspects of the valley for all interested parties.

Published by The Friends of Luxulyan Walley. Text, illustrations, layout and design Copynight
i The Friends of Luxubyan ¥alley 2001, All rights reserved. No pant of this publication may
be reproduced or transmitied in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopy, recording, or any information storage or refrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publisher.

The Friends of Luxulyan Valley wish to thank John Smith of Cormwall
Archaeological Unit for his encouragement and co-operation in allowing us to
revise material from his 1992 publication *Walking the Tramway Trail” and to
Liz Luck for her work on the revised text.

Thanks for the illustrations and photographs are due to Dave Taylor, Kate
Burdeu, Mrs M. Parker, John Cook, Gerry Brain and Hazel Harradence.
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without whose funding this book would not have been produced.
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The Luxulyan Valley
Introduction

In the Autumn of 1992, ownership of a large pant of the Luxulyan Valley passed as a gilt from
English China Clays Intemational to the joint management of Comwall County Council and
Restormel Borough Council, ensuring its future preservation as one of Comwall's finest
historic landscapes.

This booklet is an introduction to the valley’s remarkahle history and industrial remains, as
well as its interesting natural features. A briel puide such as this cannol aim 1o be
comprehensive, and for those who wish (o delve deeper there are two excellent publications
- the Comwall Archaeobogical Unit's The Liculyan Valley and Ecolagical Survey of the valley
- which provide full and detailed information,

While this book concentrates on the Valley's industrial hentage, it is wornh remembering that
the woodland is an important ecological resource and is home to a healthy population of birds,
anmimals and fnsects. Any woodland management reflects this and generally consists of
controlling the spread of undesirable, invasive plants such as thododendron, laurel and in
SOINE ANeE, SYCAmOre.

Where trees are felled, it is normally 10 encourage coppice regrowth of cak, hazel and willow,
to improve age diversity within the woodland by planting new (native) trees or in the interesis
af safety.

Two suggested routes through the valley are described on the following pages, and together
they take you past most of its important hssoric features. However, using the map on centre
pages, or the Ordnance Survey Explorer map no. 107 any number of differcnt walks can be
devised.

You wre advised 1o start from the small Black Hill car park just north of the Treffry Viaduct,
and both walks are described from this starting-point, but they can be adapted to the
alternative car park st Ponts Mill. There is litthe provision for parking elsewhere, Please also
note that vehicles larger than a mini bus cannot negotiate the very namrow approach lanes 1o
either end of the valley.

The paths and tracks within the valley are well defined, but some have uneven surfinoes and
in winter all are likely to be muddy; suitable footwear is thus essential. Young children should
be supervised at all times; being an area that was odce intensely industrinlized, inevitably
thsere are potential hazards such as water leats. old machinery and sudden drops. However, the
valley is ideal for school study groups, encompassing as it does many aspects of local history,
indusirial archacology and natural schences.

We ask that school parties or other organised groups contact Restormel's Countryside and
Landscape Officer, sometime in advance of their visit (Tel: 01726 2233(K).
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN

The extrecrdinary concentratbon of indusinal remains found in the
beautiful setting of the Luxulyan Valley is the iestament o one
remarkable man’s energy. imagination and enterprise. Joseph
Thomas Austen (he later changed his sumame to his mother's
maiden name of Trellry) was bom in 1782, heir to the great house of
Place in Fowey and an ancient bat somewhat impoverished cstate,
The sory of how he ransformed moch of his pari of Comwall, and
his owm Fortumes, is told in detal in The King of Mid-Cornwall by
John Keast (publizshed by Dyllancow Troran in 1982},

Treffry’s interest in the Luxulyan valley began with the need 1o find a nearby outlet for the
copper ore from his rich Fowey Consols Mine on Penpillick Hill. This led him 1o build Por
Harbour and fink it by canal 1o the inclined plane running down Penpillick Hill 1o just below
Ponts Mill. He built his first leat through the valley in the 1820 to carry witer (o the mine,
and, realising the potential of this snaking corridor that could link quarrics, mines and clay-
pits o his new harbour, began the development of o complex interdependant system of
tramways and leats which culminated in the magnificent construction of the Treffry Viaduct

Following Treffry’s death in 1850, the valley saw more changes and developments
particularly in association with the clay indusry, granite quarrying and new railways and
tramwiys - so that what we see today is layer upon layer of Comwall's industrial history
preserved m this wooded valley for all to discover



The Walks

Both walks are described from the Black hill car park, (Grid ref: 058572).
ROUTE 1:

Leave the car park between the hwo standing stones, and up the steps onto the leat path. Tirn
rght fe walk alongride the fear,

The Fowey Consols Leat was the first significant engineering work undertaken in the valley
by Joseph Thomas Treffry. [t was built in the -

1820 1o carry water from nearby Gaty's
Bridge 1o his extensive Fowey Consols copper
mine on Penpillick Hill, some three miles to the
south-cast. There the water was used to provide |5
power on Lhe surface of the mine

The lemt was constructed to o wery high
standard, its inner banks Mced with stone in
many places, and 15 still capable of camrying a
large volume of water at high speed; a system of
sluice gates contrals its low, For more than a
century, pam of i5 course featored an amaring
wiolen squedsct which cared the water
around the front of the precipitous Carmears
Rocks: the water wos released to mm a5 &
waterfall on Sundays. The lunder was replaced
in the 1940°s by o tunnel bored through the
gk,

Watercourses attract wildlife and as yvou walk
you may catch a ghmpse of a brown trout in the
leat, or a haondsome dipper flitting -above its
surfece, The woodland 1o your left is larpely
beech; that to the right is rather more mixed
planting which dates from the late nineteenth century and contains omamental conifers and
alifubs such us rhododéendron and Portegal |aurel

Doy ot crevex the timber Bridge, but continue along the Leat path which passes undermeath the
Treffry Vinduct,

The Treffry Viaduct. Now a Scheduled Monument and owned by the Cornwall Heritage
Trust, this noble edifice was the first large civil engineering strocture of its type in Comwall.
It was the broinchild of Joseph Thomas Treffry, alihough much credit for its design and
construction i due to his steward William Pease, and (o the local masons who buill it between
1839 and 1842, The quality of stonework is still immediately apparent today. The Treffry
Coat of Arms sdoms its northemn side, above the central pler.
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After crossing another bridge over the lead and @ walk of ten minites o so, the iroek reachies
the fop of the wheelpil and the kead of the Carmears Tncline

= SEIRN 1T
Your first indication of what h‘:?f‘i}’khr& |

is ahead may come from the
sourdl of o waterfall
{providing there 15 a good
flow of wiler in the leat),
becatise this is where the
water in the Carmears Lem
caicades nto the wheelpit
and poins the lower Fowey
Conzols Leaxt, For a full
description af this
fascinating sile, see page 3.

Mease nate that, desplie recent works to improve public safety, the wheelpli area & still Tull of
potential hnzurds, Children should be supervised AT ALL TIMES.

Having explored the wheelpir and itr surrousdings, reniern e the top of the wheelpdt, contimee
i the same direciion as before and fellow the Camiears Incline down 1o the floor of the
iy,
For a description of the operation of the
mching, see page 7
All the way down the long steep incline
through deep cutting and along high §
embankment - vou will see the paraliel
lines of granite setts which supported the
iramrails, reminders of what an
extraondinary undertaking this wis. When
it was completed in 1841, Treffry was
enormously prowd of his new inclised
plane, declaring: “The highest Plane, |
belseve, 1 the Klnp,h:u:n 1% my Plane by
the side of and partly through the
Caminears Hocks™,
"l"l_'ll.l L=t theé massivi, i.'r:l_E-;E!,-' Carmenss
Rocks, which posed such an engineering
challange 1o the builders of leats and
tramways, part-way down the incling on
your beit, and walk under the bridge
carrying the Welvet Path,
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