WORDS FROM THE WISE

Arts Advance was established in 2001 Jarrow on South Tyneside.  The group is run by volunteers and aims to regenerate interest in local history, culture and art through creative community projects.

Arts Advance is currently running four projects, including a local writers group.  The most ambitious of the projects is entitled ‘Words from the Wise’ and is sponsored by the Local Heritage Initiative.

‘Words from the Wise’ is in its early stages and is about capturing living memories of everyday life the riverside towns of Hebburn and Jarrow from the 1930’s on.  Many local people still remember the closure of Palmer’s shipyard in Jarrow, which employed almost 80% of the towns working population.  The lack of employment prospects in the town and the strong spirit of the townsfolk to do something about it, led to the now famous ‘Jarrow Crusade’ of 1936.

The project aims to document the everyday lives of people during the period of depression, through the changing social and industrial scene, up to the latter part of the twentieth century.

Material is being gathered by holding music hall style shows for older audiences, which puts them in the mood to reminisce about their own life stories.  The actors involved include veterans Harry Herring and Helen Russell who are well known faces locally and for their many appearances in TV dramas like When the Boat Comes In, Our friends in the North, Spender and Supergran.

The shows feature songs from Gracie Fields, Flanngan and Allen and many others along with a liberal sprinkling of light-hearted jokes and routines to put everyone at their ease.  Towards the end, there is a rousing musical recreation of the Jarrow Marchers setting off to London, which brings the house down!

All of this puts everyone in the mood to tell their own stories, either on the night or by taking away a specially printed memory booklet which can be completed at leisure. Among the enthusiastic contributors at the Jarrow Happy Circle Club recently was 104 years old Kitty, who eloquently described her experiences of working life at the local Barium works in east Jarrow. 

In 2003, Arts Advance plans a series of artists, writers and drama workshops for younger people to give them the opportunity to work with the material gathered and help to illustrate and compile a booklet and dramatised audiotape which will preserve the information.

There is a final festival day planned for spring 2004 which will be an explosion of songs, drama, art and writing designed to bring together all of the strands of the ‘Words from the Wise’ project.

At the end, the best of the project will be gathered into a specially commissioned Time Capsule and sealed for exactly 100 years

What do you want to tell your children’s children?  If you have memories of life on South Tyneside and think you can contribute to the’ Words from the Wise’ project, Arts Advance would like to hear from you:  

Telephone: ( 0191)  4223986

Email:  artsadvance@tiscali.co.uk
Visit:   www.artsadvance.org.uk
Mail to:  Arts Advance

P.O. Box 93

Jarrow

NE32 4XY

