Aims of the project

The aim of the proposal is to create a themed sculpture trail around the northern area of the Woodland Park.  The trail will offer the visitor a ‘walk through time’ with regional and global events portrayed on the walk.  

Project description

There will be twelve sculptures in all representing some of the evolutionary changes that have occurred throughout the earth’s history.  They will be placed along the trail at intervals; the distances apart will represent the distances in time they occurred. 

(ie) = 1,000,000,000 = 1km from this we can then place the sculptures at strategic places in time 5,000yrs = 2.5mm.  

The sculptures will be made from local natural materials wherever possible, although some materials will need to be purchased, we will also investigate the use of recycled materials as a building material.

Where did the idea come from?

The trail through time idea emerged from the Woodland Parks Community Consultation held in 2002, ideas were sort from local user groups and from residents of the surrounding area, they were asked how like to see develop in the Woodland Park develop, the ‘walk through time’ was voted as one of the ideas they most wanted to see happen.

Project timetable

There will be 12 sculptures in all spread around the trail, 2 sculptures have already been built, another five will be built in the first year, November 2003-04.  The last 5 sculptures will be built from november2004-05.

At present

There are 2 sculptures already constructed that fit into the trail, the first one indicating the first time birds appeared on the earth, this sculpture being an Archaeopteryx ‘reptilian bird’ that also can be used as a seating area, and has a clay oven inbuilt into it, this can be used to show visitors how food can be cooked in an adobe slow cooker, similar to those used in the developing world. 

The second sculpture portrays the end of the dinosaurs, as a T Rex skeleton has been built using clay and willow and surrounded in a hard outer shell of cement, so that school groups can interact with the sculpture better, allowing a more hands on approach, the skeleton is situated in an open sandy area, giving the impression of the bones just being unearthed. These two sculptures were built from donations from local business.

Future sculptures

The trail will take into account mans influence upon his surroundings and the changes he has made to them.  The sculptures we are hoping to make are to be within the boundaries of evolution through time, and will indicate the greater changes that have occurred throughout earth’s history.  The sculptures will be placed as follows around the trail.
1/ The big bang-creation of the solar system
-4,700 million years ago

2/ the first appearance of single celled organisms

-3,000 million years ago-Laurentia (north America) collides with Baltic (northern Europe) and later with Avalonia (Britain and north America) forming a small section of Gondwanaland.

3/ 1st multi celled life forms
-2,500 million years ago-pre Cambrian period

4/ trilobites life forms
-600 million years ago-Cambrian era-known as first half of Palaeozoic (or primary) era and are commonly spoken of together as the lower Palaeozoic-

5/ 1st insects appear on land

-500 million years ago-Ordovician era-as above-Paleozoic- north east Scotland next to American continental plate, from the wash across to river seven part of European continental plate, in between proto Atlantic ocean =borders of Scotland, Anglo welsh geosynclines = midlands and Wales, the lake district and north east England = part of the volcanic island arc.

6/ giant dragonflies take to the air
-345 million years ago-Devonian period-times of dominantly shallow marine and terrestrial deposition. The north east of England became part the north European plate. 

7/ giant tree ferns
-300 million years ago-leads to the carboniferous period- that will introduce mining into the trail.-Gondwanaland and Northern continents collide creating Pangea, this super island stretched from pole to pole. Most of the middle of the UK, becomes delta swamp.
8/ 1st amphibians, fish /frog
-275 million years ago –Permian era-change over from Paleozoic to Mesozoic eras. Middlesborough becomes part of the Zechstein sea, surrounded on to the north, west and south by the landmass of Hercynian continent (American plate)  

9/ 1st flowering plants / trees 

-Triassic era-250-million years ago-

10/ archaeopteryx first birds- (sculpture completed)
-150 million years ago- Jurassic era- Pangea breaks up drifting into 3 separate parts, opening of the Atlantic, lots of small island land areas in the west Europe area.  

Eurasia / North America

Africa / South America

Antarctica / Australasia / India

11/ end of the dinosaur period- (sculpture completed)
-65 million years ago- due to an asteroid or comet colliding with the earth, starting global forest fires and storms that blocked out the sun.  50 million years ago Africa hits Europe, India slides under Asia forming the Himalayas-Uk submerged by seas.. 

12/ man the hunter / gatherer - how he has influenced the local landscape- 

10,000BC the last of the glaciers retreated north, leaving behind the vast tees basin, which in turn dried out leaving behind a salt marsh.  

5,000BC there is evidence that man was around in this area at this time, a Neolithic fish trap was discovered on the Hartlepool beach

3,000BC settlements appeared in the area, local areas such as Thorpe Thewles, Eston Nab and Kilton were known to be farmed in the iron and bronze ages, farming was the largest form of land use then, alongside the woodland clearances for fishing boats and charcoal burning. 

800AD Cowpen village was settled; in 12th-13th centuries farming was still the most important land use, with the ridge and furrow system being used. 

Salt extraction also started on Cowpen marshes using nodding jennies in the 1800’s, this is an area adjacent to the Woodland Park. 

Also in the early 1800’s the area known as Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park was used as a major brickworks for the area, with the men digging the clay, while the women shaped and laid out the bricks to dry. This industry left behind a huge lake situated in the central area of the north end of the site.  

In the 1970’s the site was then used as a refuse tipping area, for industrial, commercial and household rubbish continuing over the years until the 1980’s.  

Coal mining in the wider region was also a major employer, and shaper of the landscape, in the last hundred years ship building and the chemical industry have also been a large employers, with the Kielder Water reservoir, the largest in Europe, created to cater for the steel industry of Teesside.
Who will build the sculptures

We would like to offer face-to-face workshops on site for volunteers, this has worked in the past, and this is how the first 2 sculptures were produced.  By advertising the events in the press during school holidays, this brought family groups out into the Park. We would also hope to follow this pattern for some of the sculptures once again.  While other sculptures will be the responsibility of a school or other locally interested group, by arranging for school workshops allowing the artist / sculptor to visit the school, in school hours, to let the pupils design a sculpture, that may then be created in the Woodland Park, they may lone work, work in pairs or in teams, when the time comes for the sculpture to be built, the pupils will be invited on to the site to help with construction, bringing into play a wider use of social skills and a new way of self expression, by using materials, their senses and imagination, alongside their educational knowledge to design and create a part of the earths history, set amongst the local natural environment.

Educational benefits

The trail will offer a self led guided walk around the trail for the general visitor, while interpretation boards will be erected at each sculpture to tell the visitor the relevance of the time and the organism in the Earths history, or local history.  There will also be a self-led mapped leaflet available in the Activity Centre of the Woodland Park, which can be obtained free of charge. For school groups and disadvantaged parties wishing to follow the trail as part of the curriculum or as an educational open air study exercise there will be a booklet available, also available free at the Activity Centre, the booklet will take the form of a passport, ‘a passport through time’.  Information relevant to the time period of the organism sculpture, will be available in the booklet and, upon the interpretation panels next to the sculpture, a relevant question may be asked about the organism or time period or its place in the evolutionary timescale. Once the questions in the passport are completed the user will return to the Activity Centre, where the passport can be stamped by a Countryside Ranger, allowing the user back into the 21st centaury.  The schools curriculum will be covered in several key areas-

KS1

History 1a,b,4a

Geography 3c,5a,b,7a,b

KS2

History 1a,b,4a,7

Geography 3d,e,5a,b

PE 11A

Plus arts and crafts set in an open-air environment, new skills using a hands approach with natural materials, may act as a confidence building programme and, a social skills exercise that would be most beneficial, to the individual and to the team.
We will be offering feed back forms to schools and other interested groups to indicate their level of enjoyment and satisfaction with the workshops.

All workshops and sculptor time will be free of charge and, all of the materials needed in the workshops to design and build the models, or create the sculptures will be free and supplied by the Woodland Park with the aid of a LHI grant fund.

