
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
How Wiltshire got its Name 
The County of Wiltshire dates back to the 9th century; to the times of the Danish raids when the 
kingdom of Wessex was divided into six provinces each of which had an official head - the ealdorman. 
In the year 802 an ealdorman named Weohstan led a body of men described as the Wilsaetan against 
invaders and, it seems, the Wilsaetan took their name from their town of Wilton. Records then suggest 
that Wilton, in 878, gave its name to Wiltunscire - nowadays accepted as the earliest spelling form of 
Wiltshire (from Wiltshire County Council Centenary handbook). 



 

 

Chapter One 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

One Hundred and Eleven Different 
Ways of Writing 'Urchfont' 
The written word URCHFONT (as currently 
spelt) can be traced back at least 420 years, 
but the name itself, variously pronounced 
and even more variously written, goes back 
even further. The 'font' part of the name 
almost certainly derives from the Latin 'fons, 
font~' meaning spring or springs (Old 
English font, fonta or funt). Today there is a 
spring down in The Bottom, colloquially 
known as 'The Font', which is always 
running even in times of drought, and maybe 
this is the spring which has given Urchfont 
its name. 

 
The 'Urch' part of the name may derive from 
the Anglo Saxon name 'Eorich', 'Eardric' or 
Eric, so giving us the meaning 'the springs 
on the land of Eric'. Alternatively, it has been 
suggested, it derives from 'erche' (an old 
dialect word for deer) thus giving the 
meaning 'deer spring'. The deer is still part 
of the village logo. 

Whatever the original meaning of the 
name, through the ages documents have 
revealed an extraordinary number of 
variations in the way the name was spelt or 
written. 

Even as recently as the 1930s the spelling 
ERCHFONT was commonly used and it is 
this spelling which appears on the plaque 

over the front door of the Village Hall. 
Peter Thorpe has made a special study of 

these different spellings, at the latest count 
there were 111 alternatives. The list shows 
the spelling of (or alternative ways of 
writing) the name of the Parish so far 
discovered: there may be more! Dates in 
brackets indicate the year in which a 
particular spelling was firs t  used in 
documents seen by Peter Thorpe and the 
other spellings are from lists compiled by 
Hamilton Rivers-Pollock (one time owner of 
Urchfont Manor) in the 1930s and by Miss 
Margaret Harding in the 1950s. As to 
pronunciation, it has to be borne in mind that 
the ' f f  in old writing would have been 
pronounced something like 'sf. 
All very confusing.   

 

 


