BOLTBY MILLENNIUM PROJECT RECORD
Introduction

Boltby is a small farming village set in beautiful countryside on the edge of the North York Moors.  It was recorded in the Domesday Book as a manor and evidence of its earlier inhabitants can still be seen but now the population is only 175 and the old shops and pubs have disappeared.  Nevertheless the community spirit remains and, like many other villages, the locals agreed that something should be done to mark the millennium.  The main aims were to replenish the Village Hall’s maintenance fund and to celebrate the village’s history.  

It was eventually decided that we should try to find out more about the humps and bumps in fields on the edge of the village for incorporation into a village history which would be sold in aid of the Village Hall fund.  Our archaeological investigations of the fields seemed to be the sort of thing that the Local Heritage Initiative might consider and we were delighted when we were given a grant, not only for the investigations, but also for printing the book.

Research and writing

There were regular meetings to discuss the content and style of the book and about eight people agreed to research and write different aspects of the village’s history.  It was surprising for such a small village how wide-ranging the topics were:  from Prehistoric remains, via a rich medieval history, estate land-ownership, then wartime exploits, with the thread of farming and country pursuits running throughout.  The writers spent hours at Libraries, Institutes, the North Yorkshire County Record Office and other resources.  They also elicited the help of friends, various local historians and, invaluably, the older locals who allowed them to use their reminiscences.  

On 24 June 2001 an Open Day was held in the Village Hall to display some of the photographs, maps and items that had already been collected and to prompt people to provide more information and reminiscences.  The event was very well attended and many people who had left the village returned and enjoyed meeting old friends and neighbours and discussing old times.  The Day was also successful in providing more material and contacts for the book.  

Inevitably the research unearthed other stories which were either included or put aside for ‘Book 2’!  By the Autumn of 2001 most of the material was ready for editing.  The editing group met weekly to review the material and regular discussions took place with the contributors.  Further writing took place mainly to fill in gaps but also to eliminate overlaps and make the book reader-friendly.  The editors had been warned that the job would be time consuming, but they hadn’t realised that it would take over such a large part of their lives!  

Nevertheless, by July 2002 the various chapters were ready for collation, bar the odd last-minute change and addition, and the text was formatted and photographs slots added.  And it began to look like a book!  

Investigation

In the meantime, arrangements were in hand with English Heritage, who had agreed to conduct an earthworks survey on the fields, and with Geoquest, who were contracted to do a geophysical survey.  Then foot and mouth disease arrived in the area and we were not permitted to walk in the fields.  

It was not until Spring 2002 that access was allowed and so on 13 and 14 April 2002 English Heritage Investigators surveyed three fields on the edge of the village with the help or hindrance of 30 locals.  The Geophysical Survey followed on 25 and 26 May 2002 by which time the patterns of humps and bumps in the fields were making some sense.  Both organisations provided reports which suggested that the fields contained the remains of a medieval moated manor with fish ponds, outbuildings and possibly even a garden.  The information gained was quickly inserted into the book.

Publication

In August 2002 arrangements for printing and marketing the book began.  The title and format were agreed and it was decided to print 750 copies.  One of the villagers spent hours taking and working on photographs to get the best possible quality before the complete copy was handed over to the printer.  It was decided to have two book launches:  one in the Village Hall for past and present villagers, followed by a launch in the local book shop for further publicity.  Dates of 10 and 13 November 2002 were chosen to catch the Christmas market.  Problems at the printers meant that there was serious concern that the books would not be ready for the launch but fortunately sufficient copies arrived and the events were successful.  Again, the launch in the Village Hall was a social occasion enjoyed by past and present villagers.  

Conclusion

The book has sold better than we had dared to hope at over 500 copies and more than £2700 going to the Village Hall fund.  We have all learned something about our village history and the archive is available, in the Hall, for future generations.  The work has also initiated further research by locals on various topics.  
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