INTRODUCTION

The best-known tilers in England

The Penn tileries formed the most extensive, successful and well-organized
commercial tile industry in medieval Britain. For over 40 years of the 14" century,
between the 1350s and 1380s, Penn tilers secured something very close to a
monopoly in the South-East and were manufacturing vast quantities of floor and
roof tiles for royal palaces, monasteries and churches, manor houses and rich
merchants’ houses, in London and the surrounding counties. The distances
involved and the constant mention of Penn and Penn tilers by name, argue that
they had easily surpassed any rivals in both workmanship and price.

No local memory of these Penn tilers, whose industry completely dominated the
parish in its day, has survived, other than that provided by the place name Tylers
Green and a road name, Clay Street. Nonetheless, we know far more about the
workings of this 14™-century tilery than any other, both because there are so
many well documented royal orders and because tiles have been found in hundreds
of different locations. A good deal of research has been done over the last 70
years, the two main contributors in the past being:

¢ Christopher Hohler, who opened up the whole subject with his thorough
field work and his two comprehensive articles in Records of Buckinghamshire,
in 1941 and 1942. One of his stated purposes was to bring out the importance
of the tileworks at Penn and he drew and numbered all the known Penn tiles
(in a series beginning with P) and thus laid the foundations for their accurate
recognition. All the drawings at the top of succeeding pages are his, at a
scale of 1/4.

¢ Elizabeth Eames, Curator of the Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities
of the British Museum, added a good many new designs as well as new
contemporary references to Penn tiles in the public record. Her
comprehensive two-volume catalogue (1980) has numbered drawings of all
the tiles in the Museum’s collection, of which Penn tiles are a significant
part. Her design number is preceded by E. She also reviewed all that was
known about the design and manufacture of medieval lead-glazed floor tiles.

Many other contemporary researchers are included in Acknowledgements on
page 3 and their contributions will be closely referenced in a more detailed

article in Records of Buckinghamshire.
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