Sz snd Anm past forgeiher 2 planting scheme using maindy plants, shate
and young trees which grow locally in the spring, lierally keee-deep i mud,
they planted the saplings end then sowed grass and wild foser seed armend
the: perimeser. As soon 25 the sun came oul, the verges urmed green ind the
new plants pendaced healthy shoots. Children from Shiptake Primary School

enjoved planting primroses nd blwsbells and follosed the siory of the pond
pesdoeation 45 A peoject at school.

Living o 60 i okd name bowever, the pornd water resnadned rsolulely
misrky. Several people Hving locally have browght oxygenating wends bt
clearing ihe waier coubd yet tike a Jong time. s the pond gradually
estiblihes it oo ecn-gystenn the water abwoudd clessr althuousgh it levels will
always be dependent on the weather and will vary with the ssasons,

Border bogs wene placed arcund the pond, marking its contours and the old
etal grille of Keep's Well was restcend and painted. The information boand
teling the pond's history was written and designed by L.

Theoughoun all the stages of the peoject, local photograpber Bill Pound
ook plcbares of the work, which can be found on the website
wwnphotolstand com. Log in with billpound @fineone.ne, e the passwond
"green’ and vou can see all e pictures.

M the hard werk i over and the Geeens Pond peoject team leoks fopwand
o seeing the pond and its smoandings matue over time. We all hope that
villagees and visitoes will enjoy it for years o come.

Loeal Htrlnge initiative
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The story of Green Pond
A Shiplake Parish Council project

MIIST peonle wha live locally will have seen the pestoration werk tht has
taen jpilace 3t Green Pond beside Keep's Lane in Binfield Heath, Many who
pass by segubarty will have watched its gradual transformation dusing the first
hiaill ol this year from an overgrosn cluster of tes %o 2 pood st in e and
young plisits, open for the fisg time in decades 1o afr and sk

The decision 1o restore Green Pond, with the permission of the Makower
family, whe oen it, was taken by Shiplake Parith Counct] just over 2 year agn
— hefore the parish chanpeover 5o Binfield Heath, Marry people conbribuied o
the peuject and the council 2t up @ working party Jed by Roger Head, whose
meembers included Anm Law; Lis Ransom, Duncan Rixchie, Sue Summerland
and Beizn Talfourd Cook.

The working, party set out labe list vear o find both vobaniees and fund
fioe the peojec. Mes Beryl Hunt from the Chiltern Soclety ook 2 keen imerest
ins the pond restoration, having been isobved in many similar projects.

Folkowing ber advice, the coundil succesfully coatarted the Countryside
Agency for a Local Heritage Initiative grant, which wis matched by Shiplake
Parish Council and emabled the team 1o contract out the heavier taks.

Several] trees were cull down and otbers trimmesd back and logs and
branches were placed o the back of the poad @ 2 babitat for small aninmk
and insects. Afier testing the base of the exposed pond asea. for soundness,
contractors established that the clay homoen was 22ill intact and weald bhold
witer, Toes of misd and debets were caefially excaeted by digper and
rermxowed from the site. Engineers from: Ordoedshire Coanty Councll checkd
that the od drainage pipes from the roadside were stilll imtacs and would =
water into the pond end that the overflow outlet pipe was clear Then everyone
just iz bo weadt for thee rains!

Comtimeeed to buich
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