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19th April 2004

(PLEASE SEE PHOTOCALL AND INTERVIEW INVITATION AT END OF RELEASE)

WAYLAND CHURCHES BRING HISTORY TO LIFE IN NEW TOUR GUIDES

The stirring sounds of bells and organs and the convincing tones of actors reading the parts of notable characters all play a part in a new series of audio guides launched to bring history to life in 18 medieval Norfolk churches. The new CDs have been created by the churches in the Wayland area together with a glossy handbook and guided tours to help visitors make the most of a trip to this wonderfully unspoilt corner of the county.

The guides also shed light on numerous fascinating items found in these beautiful buildings and not previously widely known. They include at St Peter’s Church in Merton, the memorial stone of Robert De Grey, the original wicked uncle in the legend of the Babes in the Wood. And in Holy Cross Church at Caston there is a fine brass candelabrum that originally hung in Hampton Court Palace.

The project has been funded by a grant from the Countryside Agency’s Local Heritage Initiative (LHI) in partnership with the Heritage Lottery Fund, and has taken two years to complete. “The communities of Wayland have done a marvellous job of bringing the history of their parish churches to life in an interesting and approachable way,” said William Wall from the LHI. “This is just the sort of project that the Local Heritage Initiative likes to be involved with as it helps local people find out more about their area and its history.”

The project has been organised by The Wayland Partnership Development Trust, a regeneration charity that aims to benefit the social and economic wellbeing of the Wayland Community. “The idea is to encourage local people and tourists to explore several churches, not just one,” explained Jan Godfrey, Chair of the Trust..                                     m/f

continued……………………….

“For those who like to tour independently CD players will be available for hire from the Wayland Partnership Office in Watton, together with the bank of 18 audio guides, each featuring an individual church for visitors to select from. In addition, we hope on certain days to offer guided tours which will take visitors by mini-bus to several churches, with a stop for lunch.”

The audio guides were produced by Tony Mallion of BBC Radio Norfolk. Information for these and the handbook was provided by volunteers who researched the social, ecclesiastical and archaeological history of the churches and then sent it to the University of East Anglia for authentication. Some of the same volunteers are now undergoing training to be guides for the accompanied tours which are planned on a monthly basis.
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Issued by Kendalls on behalf of the Countryside Agency

For further details, please contact:
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or
Gail Lacey
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Claire Salley

Countryside Agency


Kendalls


Events and Tourism Officer

Tel: 01223 2735


Tel: 01394 610022

Tel: 01953 883915

Notes to Editors:

1. The Local Heritage Initiative will run for 10 years. The Countryside Agency administers the Local Heritage Initiative in England on behalf of the Heritage Lottery Fund. The initiative is designed to provide cost-effective grants to encourage communities to take practical action to care for their local heritage. There are plans to develop similar scheme for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

2. The Heritage Lottery Fund provides support for the protection and enhancement of our heritage, of local, regional or national importance, to improve the quality of life of communities throughout the United Kingdom. The Nationwide Building Society has approximately 10 million customers and through sponsorship, fundraising and other activities, has supported hundreds of events and initiatives across the country.

3. The typical value of grants to projects that have been lottery-aided to date has ranged from £3,000 to £25,000.

For further information about the Local Heritage Initiative, visit www.lhi.org.uk 

The Countryside Agency is the statutory body working to make the quality of life better for people in the countryside and the quality of the countryside better for everyone www.countryside.gov.uk 

                                                                                                                    CONTINUED……….

PHOTOCALL AND INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY

LOCAL HERITAGE INITIATIVE PROGRAMME AND THE WAYLAND PARTNERSHIP OFFICE DEVELOPMENT TRUST

St George’s Church, Saham Toney, near Watton, Norfolk.

1pm Friday 23rd April 2004

Photographers and journalists are invited to join The Bishop of Lynn The Very Reverend Tony Footitt, William Wall of the Local Heritage Initiative and members of the Wayland Partnership Development Trust at a press call to launch the new Wayland Church Tours at St George’s Church, Saham Toney on 23rd April.

St George’s is one of eighteen churches in the Wayland area featured in the Church Tours project which has been made possible due to a grant from the Local Heritage Initiative. The LHI is a 10-year programme devised and operated by the Countryside Agency to research and care for their local landscape, traditions, culture and landmarks.

Copies of the handbook and audio guides will be available as well as the opportunity to photograph and interview the Bishop of Lynn, William Wall, Jan Godfrey from the Wayland Partnership and project volunteers.

If you are able to attend we would be grateful if you could email or telephone Jo Bowron to confirm.

Jo Bowron

Kendalls

Tel: 01394 610022                        e-mail: jo.bowron@kendallscom.co.uk 

Editors – please note: The press call for the church tours will precede the Saham Toney Parkers Primary School St George’s Day Parade, which will be leaving the school to march to the church at 2.00pm on the same afternoon. The school and the church are situated close by one another.
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