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Chairman’s Report

It gives me great pleasure not only to
be involved in this first Newsletter but
to write as your first Chairman!
“NAG" has come a long way since
Heritage Lincolnshire approached me
to seek out the views of the commu-
nity on the archaeological finds of the
past years on the “Open Space”. The
response at that first meeting was
amazing and encouraging! You the
members have succeeded in bringing
the site alive.

The officers of the Group are very
much aware that some people came to
that original meeting with
expectations of hands-on Community

Archaeology. This has not been
achieved yet but exciting events will
emerge in our next Newsletter. Some
of the cream of Lincolnshire’s
Archaeologists, Historians and Con-
servationists needed no encourage-
ment to join our Programme of
Speakers.

NAG’s Newsletter is not just going to|
be about Navenby — we will share
news and events in Lincolnshire to
help you get the most out of your
Heritage. NAG is not just for adults
we welcome young archaeologists as
well.

Liz East, Chairman, NAG

Local Heritage Initiative Award enables NAG to bring the
past to the present ...

Thanks to the LHI award of £3434 a
series of four Interpretation Boards and
three countryside benches have been
installed on the "Open Space” which lies
between Chapel Lane and High Dyke.
They will hopefully be enjoyed by the
people of Navenby and the surrounding
villages as well as by visitors from
further afield. This area of Navenby, so
rich in history, archaeology and ecology
now tells the story of our invisible past.
The boards include several
reconstruction drawings by David
Hopkins, Archaeological Illustrator,
based at the Heritage Trust of
Lincolnshire. David has sensitively
created scenes of lron Age and Roman
life bringing a real human element to the
interpretation, There will eventually be a
further two boards in the series but they
will not be installed until development in
the surrounding area has finished.
Special thanks should be given to Mr.
Bryn Williams of Navenby who has
generously offered to sponsor one of
those boards when the time comes.

So take a few minutes to have a walk
around the site. One of the most
fascinating features is the road-side
shrine ... an octagonal Roman temple
and burial site. This building would have
been used by the local community and
by travellers on Ermine Street (High
Dyke), then a ribbon development
stretching along either side of the road.
Learn also about Bronze Age and Anglo
Saxon cremations and burials, See

pictures of grave goods found during
archaeological excavations and look at
the drawings of local Swanpool pottery
that helped archaeologists to date the
area. The whole site is in the process of
becoming a Scheduled Ancient
Monument and so will be protected.
However, it is there for the whole
community to enjoy and that flat green
field now tells us more about what life
was like in Navenby for the "invisible"
people of the past.

Fay Wright (Vice Chair NAG)

New Programme for the Group
Wednesday 22™ January 2003

CONSERVATION IN VILLAGES -
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SPACE
Stewart Squires (Conservation
Specialist)
8.00 PM

Village Hall, East Lane, Navenby

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE AND
TIME

March 2003
A NEW MUSEUM FOR
LINCOLNSHIRE

Jonathan Platt (Project Director, City &
County Museum)

Wednesday 26" November 2003
LINCOLN IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE
Mick Jones (Lincoln City Archaeologist)

2 ERMINE STREET ..... A RIBROM DEVELCIPAENT ,'

Interpretation Board No 2

In November David Start (Director,
Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire)
showed us slides of Lincolnshire
from the Air. We had a thoroughly
entertaining and informative
session as he explained how
aerial photography can help to turn
a bumpy field into understandable
images of how people used fo live
around us.

David showed examples of early
ripe crops or dry grass highlighting
where walls and foundations in the
ground had made the soil dryer.
Trenches and ditches contain
softer soil with more moisture and
crops over these areas are
greener and darker. The lines of
the original buildings of the
monasteries along the River
Witham could be seen in this way.

Lincolnshire from the Air — David Start

We were shown country houses which
were built as castles, deserted villages
and the more modern industrial sites
which will leave their mark on the
countryside. Our eyes were opened to
the original construction and layout of
buildings such as Somerton Castle
and Folkingham House of Correction.

These fascinating images of shapes in
the land reflected past structures and
provided some stepping stones
through time to allow us to understand
how people might have been living in
the areas around us and to give us a
different perspective on some familiar
places.

At the end of the meeting the new
interpretation panels prepared by Fay
Wright for the Open Space were un-
veiled for NAG by David Start.

Liz Carless, Editor







