Chris Tomlin of the Local Heritage Fund
pointed out that it is no good uncovering local
history if you are not going to tell anyone
about it.
So Blythe Productions, a local amateur
dramatics company, have been telling the
story of the part played in local history by the _ 3
brine sprmgg at S?hlrlcywmh First exploited £zt : October 2002 Edition 2.

’ - = by Earl Ferrers in the Our last edition in October 2001 featured the work
| late 17th century, the  that Salute were doing to introduce a
salt works that he  pew Walking the Way to Health
g‘:)l:;;ide;ag?nef?;i‘lj i Scheme. This was launched on
bt et the 29th September 2002 and
1 walk packs featuring six local

! ; | and Mersey Canal in : -
A worker rakes salt crystals| the mid 18th century. walks are available, free, in local
retail outlets.

Iothe side of a salt pan | The salt works

consisted of a number of large iron pans into A Times and dates of led walks are
which brine was poured. Fires beneath the 4y e ised on parish notice boards and on the Salute

ans evaporated the water and as the salt F . : .
R : came out of solution it was Pages of Hixon Parish Council’s web site,

raked to the side of the ~ Www.hixon.gov.uk

pans and then scooped out This newsletter is about the exiting things
into wooden tubs . When  happening thanks to funding from the Local Heritage
the salt in the tubs had  [pitiative, which is a partnership between the
dried into ablock it was  pyo 4006 | ottery Fund, Nationwide Building Society

= tipped out and packed :
B cady for sale. In the early and the Countryside Agency.

Alumpmanusesa | days each pan was looked after by one family. The atmosphere
5“’““"‘"‘", oo salt! was hot and humid. Fortunately for workers and travellers on
f,g?‘a SOOI | the adjacent London Road there was a pub, the Ferrers Arms,
between the road and the canal arm that fed the saltworks. The
presence of salt, beer barrels from Burton, coal from Cannock Chase and cattle

for the Navy. The invention of tinned meat in the mid 19th century spoilt the salt
beef trade but the lucky dlscovery that the brine had medicinal properties helped

. - the salt works to
continue for a while
longer. In the late 19th century Hixon enjoyed
a brief spell as a health resort with people
travelling in to stay at the Baths Hotel, in Bath
Lane, and enjoy the waters. Sadly the hotel
closed at the turn of the century and the
saltworks shortly after.

Shirleywich today. Shirleywich
Farm, on the left, was once the
Ferrers Arms. The saltworks
were directly opposite.

The cast of Blythe
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