Woolmer Forest Heritage Society was formed in 1982 as the Woolmer Forest Archaeological and Historical Society to encourage interest in the rich archaeology and history of the area.  Most of the residents are not aware of any of this and by bringing this to the fore it will help to develop a sense of place in the community.

 Woolmer Forest is situated on the borders of Hampshire, Surrey and Sussex, and has evidence of human activity from Palaeolithic times to present day.  Large Mesolithic campsites in the area have left huge numbers of flint implements and by-products and in one parish alone there are 42 Bronze Age barrows. The Roman Road from Chichester to Silchester crosses Woolmer Forest and there is some evidence of a Battle of Woolmer to decide which Roman Emperor would rule Britain. Hoards of Roman coins have been found in the area and important Roman potteries in Alice Holt Forest to the north supplied cooking wares for Londinium.  The Domesday Book provides a reference to Headley Mill, which is still in operation to this day and Royalty hunted in Woolmer Forest .  Queen Anne visited the Royal Hunting Forest in 1710 and as the Army expanded southwards from Aldershot, Woolmer Forest was increasingly used for military training. This was formalised in 1863 when the War Office purchased large tracts of land. The area was important for military railway training during both World Wars in the last century.

The Society has a thriving membership and realised that a local museum was needed to publicise and display finds from Woolmer Forest. As an initial step, a Display Cabinet was placed in Bordon Library and formally opened by the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire in April 2004. This has a display which is changed at regular intervals and is accompanied by a public lecture in the Library. The Society obtained Lottery Heritage Initiative funding for the Whitehill and Bordon Project to disseminate knowledge of our local heritage. The Society and Hampshire County Council are actively investigating a Discovery Centre for the town. The Society is working with Mill Chase Community Technology College, Bordon to involve pupils in the development of an informative database of local finds and artefacts.  The Society website and the preparation of 10,000 brochures on the heritage of Woolmer Forest, distributed to households in the GU35 postal area, have been funded by this LHI Grant. This page will link you to the Society’s website, www.woolmerforest.org.uk. Please visit the website, see our endeavours and even come to Woolmer Forest, rich in archaeology and history for the past 10,000 years.

