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1. INTRODUCTION

FOPV wanted to find out accut peoole s attitudes to the Valley to inform our tuture policies and any
bids for funding that we might make. Between Autumn 2000 and Summer 2001, we counted the
pecple using the Paorter Vailey at ~egular intervals, and conducted a survey of 1000 people using the
Valley

1.1 Counts of people using the Valley

The counts were made by a volunteer walking or cycling along the main route from Endcliffe Park to
Porter Clough. These counts were done on one weekday and one weekend day during each month
over the year

1.2 The questionnaires

We asked questions in four subject areas

» Who uses the Valley? {where do they live, how old are they, who do they come with?)

* How do they use the Valley? (what do they do, where, for how long?}

*  What do they like or dislike about the Valley?

*  Specific questions on aspects we thought important, e.g. maintaining the industrial heritage,
maintaining the wildlife habitats and maintaining footpaths.

The guestionnaires were conducted approximately to the following plan
# 250 each season. Of these 250 ...
» 50 in each of 5 sections of the Valley (Endcliffe Park, Binghamn Park, Whiteley Woods, Forge
Dam and Porter Cioughj. Of these 50 .
» 30 at the weekend, 20 during the week

The practicalities of undertaking the survey have led to some anomalies For example, people running,
cycling or playing sports were unwilling to stop to be interviewed, and so they are underrepresented.

The interviews were carried out by a group of our members along the main paths between Hunters
Bar and Porter Clough.

The survey form is shown in Appendix B

The analysis has been carried out by Ros Hancock.
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