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Heritage Grants For London School Projects 


Local Heritage Initiative Grants awarded to four London schools 





Four schools in London, in Lambeth, Kennington, Southwark and Lewisham, are each undertaking projects to investigate and build on the history of their sites and local area, thanks to the Local Heritage Initiative (LHI). Bonneville Primary School in Lambeth, Spa School in Southwark, Keyworth Primary School in Kennington and Ennersdale Primary School in Lewisham were each awarded grants this month through the Countryside Agency's LHI scheme. The four projects generally focus on the local green space, particularly the local allotments, around the schools or on the grounds of the school itself.





Bonneville Primary School’s project, titled ‘Reclaim Edwardian Food and Architectural Heritage’, has been awarded a grant of £20,227 to explore and raise awareness of the Edwardian heritage of this Lambeth school’s grounds and buildings and of the Edwardian plant varieties. Many of the plants were originally imported from countries with which many local people have links. School pupils will research material on intercultural links of the Edwardian period in terms of plants, buildings and music. They will present the results in a musical performance, multimedia presentations and pamphlets, plus restoring an Edwardian steeple in the school grounds and establishing a garden for producing Edwardian fruit and vegetables, distributing them and learning about the issues involved.





Children at the Spa School, Southwark, will work with Southwark Council’s Green Team, market stall holders and the local Allotment Association, to explore the social, ecological and historical interest of Southwark Park. The Spa School project, ‘A Victorian Garden’, has been awarded a grant of £20,762 and pupils will research in particular planting techniques and plant varieties used in Victorian times. Spa School was built in the Victorian era and the children will find out more about the links between the school and Southwark Park and how the park has changed since it was first designed and landscaped. They will develop a new garden to demonstrate Victorian growing methods and produce a Victorian gardening book and recipes and they will gain an understanding of the planting and design elements that contribute to the distinctive Victorian character of the park.





Keyworth Primary School’s project in Kennington also has strong links with the local allotment association. The ‘Kennington at War’ project has been awarded a grant of £20,735 for pupils to find out more about the impact of World War 1 and World War 2 on the school and the area. Keyworth Primary School is named in memory of Leonard Keyworth, a soldier from Kennington who was awarded the Victoria Cross in World War 1. The area was then heavily bombed during World War 2, creating significant changes in land use and the character of the area. This project involves a wide range of partners, including the British Legion, the Imperial War Museum, the Kennington Allotment Association and some of the ethnic minority groups in the area, looking at the effects of the local allotments and ethnic groups on the community. Planned outputs include a wartime garden, research into food production, recipes and displays, together with a community celebration event.





The fourth project, ‘Historical & Cultural Ennersdale’, is being undertaken by Ennersdale Primary School in Lewisham. The project has been awarded an LHI grant of £24,183 to research the land use history of the area around the school, particularly in the period after the school was built in 1890, when the area was largely farmland and market gardens. Pupils will research what was grown and eaten in the area at the time and see how this has changed. They will look at how different cultural groups moving into the area have changed the produce made available locally, including drawing on the Turkish and Sri Lankan families who currently have links with the school and looking at Lewisham market nearby.





Kevin Haugh, the Countryside Agency's Local Heritage Initiative Adviser for the South East region, says: “These LHI projects will bring many benefits to their local communities, including an enhanced awareness and understanding of the past land use, local botany and local food products. Multicultural links and work with local allotment associations and other groups will extend the benefits of the projects and all the projects are being helped in some form by the national Learning through Landscapes scheme. This focuses on the results that can come from better use of school grounds and it is good to have the support and skills of the organisation. It is the children who have most to gain, though, and the very considerable activity planned by the local school children in all of the projects makes them very special to the LHI scheme. We are looking forward to seeing the impact of their work, the heritage plants and foods that will be better understood and the community involvement in each of the projects.”


-ends-


Further information from John Rennie, Countryside Agency Regional PR Adviser, on 01737 213202 


Notes to editors 


The Local Heritage Initiative will run for ten years. The Heritage Lottery Fund is providing funding for the initiative. The Countryside Agency administers the Local Heritage Initiative in England on behalf of the Heritage Lottery Fund and the scheme is designed to provide cost-effective grants to encourage communities to take practical action to care for their local heritage. The Countryside Agency is responsible for advising government and taking action on issues relating to the social, economic and environmental well-being of the English countryside.


The Heritage Lottery Fund provides financial support for the protection and enhancement of our heritage, of local, regional or national importance, to improve the quality of life of communities throughout the United Kingdom. The Nationwide Building Society also supports the scheme. 


The Countryside Agency’s LHI initiative is designed to provide cost-effective grants to encourage communities to take practical action to care for their local heritage. The three main components to the scheme are for communities to assess their local heritage, carry out community-led action, and gain support for local organisations to ensure the sustainability of heritage action. The grant scheme is designed to help local groups investigate, explain and care for their local landscape, landmarks, traditions and culture. Local people can find out how to get the most out of the scheme by calling the LHI Information Line on 0870 9000 401 for details and an application form. Full details of the grant scheme and application details, together with advice from successful projects during this ten-year initiative, are also available on our website at www.lhi.org.uk


There are five categories of heritage within the scheme: Archaeological heritage: locally important visible features, for example, hill forts, burial mounds, moats, field systems, ridge and furrow, standing stones, and ancient village sites. Natural heritage: locally characteristic landscape features and wildlife habitats, such as hedgerows, copses, pollards, orchards, small heathland areas, hay or water meadows, reedbeds, ponds, streams and springs. Built heritage: locally distinctive built heritage elements and small features, like field barns, pumps, wells, gates and walls, bridges, railings, milestones, architectural details, cobbles, village greens or traditional signs. Customs and traditions: historic and cultural associations with the land and activities of local people, for example stories, poems, songs, dialect, recipes, traditions and famous people, or heritage features relating to how people lived, worked and played. Industrial heritage: physical features related to locally important industries, such as chimneys, lime kilns, packhorse trails, wagonways, canals, quarries, mineral pits, spoil heaps, mills, mines, smithies and coopers.
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